
  

Puget Sound Fly Fishers March 2018 

Spring stuff happens! 
(We hope!) 

March Program   - James Losee - Cutthroat Study Follow-up 

The Leader Line 
By Greg Shimek 

 
What’s in store for your 2018 fishing season?  

 
I can’t believe it is March already. The 2018 – 19 Fishing Season opening is just around the corner and I for one 
can hardly wait to get back on some of my favorite streams. With that being said however there is still plenty of 
winter fishing available if you can believe the reports and pictures coming from our hardier members, and who 
wouldn’t believe a PSFF member?? I will let you answer that question.  
 
Back to the 2018 Season. Many of our members enjoy fishing for different species, some like myself, are, shall 
we say, species specific. Others will fish for anything that swims twelve months of the year. This year I plan on 
joining the first group by fishing for and hopefully catching some new species. That’s not to say I am abandoning 
dry fly fishing in streams and rivers or pursuing Coastal Cutthroat in the saltwater, but Bass, Bluegills and Crap-
pie are on my list this year. 
 
We are very fortunate to have so many members who are really skilled in fishing for different species and are 
willing to help new and old members become successful as well. I will be reaching out for help and hope other 
members who want to learn a new fishery do as well. Our mentor program, led by Kristin Macy is a good place 
to start. Also feel free to contact a board member as they can most likely find someone who has expertise in 
what you are looking for. 
 
Another way to learn a new fishery is to join one of the club outings. Mike Koslosky, our new Outings Chairman, 
is putting together a number of outings that will offer opportunities to learn different fisheries. These outings 
are always fun, certainly informative and sometimes we even catch some fish. I know the outings I went on 
when I was a new member taught me a lot, but more importantly I met some great people that have become  

(Continued on page 2) 
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wonderful friends. The club outing to Park Lake and the surrounding area coming up in May is an outing that 
offers the opportunity to fish for many different species in an environment that is visually spectacular. Dry Falls 
is truly one of the most dramatic geological sites you can visit anywhere. Imagine, what would become the Co-
lumbia River, flowing over cliffs that are three times higher and three and a half times wider that Niagara Falls, 
Incredible.    
 
So, now is a good time to think about maybe trying a new fishery this year. The club has everything you need to 

be successful. All you need to do is ask. See you on the water.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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PSFF NEWS 

Our Next Meeting  
Thursday, March 8th 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 

6323 6th Ave. 
Tacoma WA 98406 

  March 2018 Program 
 
In our January, 2016, program James Losee described 
a research program focused on Coastal Cutthroat 
Trout in Puget Sound. He described in some detail 
how the project would work and what had already 
been done. James, a South Puget Sound fish biologist 
with the Washington Department of Fish and Game 
(WDFW), talked about the collection and tagging ap-
proach and showed images of some of their work to 
date. His group had already collected some infor-
mation but being early in the life of the program they 
hadn’t yet been able to understand much about how 
these fish behaved.  We also found that our current 
club president, Greg Shimek had been very active in 
the initial stages as a volunteer. And today Greg is the 
Executive Director of the Coastal Cutthroat Coalition.  
 
Now, back to James. He will be updating us on the 

data they have gathered and the conclusion made for 

the initial stage of the study. From what we’ve seen in 

various fund raising activities we can expect to see 

some very interesting information. He’ll also describe 

upcoming related projects. 

April sneek peek 
 

Last year Matt Palluch met many of our members at 

the Park Lake outing and gave a program-like presen-

tation to set us up for a great weekend of multiple 

species pursuits in the area lakes. Because the folks 

who were present at the outing were so impressed 

with Matt we’ve asked him to come over and speak to 

the general membership on the very same topic in 

preparation for this year’s Park Lake outing.  We be-

lieve this will be very informative and might encour-

age new members take that first leap into PSFF style 

outings. 

FFI EVENTS 

Regional FFI Events in 2018 

March 9-10, 2018 – NW Fly Tyer Expo - Albany, Oregon 

May 4-5, 2018 – Washington Council Expo - Ellensburg, WA. 

August 6-11, 2018 – FFi Annual Fly Fishing Fair - Boise, Idaho  
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PSFF 2018 OFFICERS AND TRUSTED SERVANTS 

President: 
Greg Shimek  
253-588-7606 
gregs47@icloud.com 
 
President-Elect: 
VACANT 

 
Vice President: 
Curt Stoner 
253-203-5072  
Curt.stoner@comcast.net 
 

Secretary: 
Becci Curtis-Lillie 
253-355-2775 
beccicurtis@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer: 
Dennis Beardsley 
530-624-0929 
dsb615@sbcglobal.net 

 
Director, 1st year: 
Thomas Lamphere  
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Director, 2nd year: 
Robert Gerlach 
253-377-1798 
rwg@anewds.com 

 
Director, 3rd year: 
Kristin Macy 
253-222-0715 
KHMacy@live.com 
 
 
 
 

Past President: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
Librarian: 
Kristin Macy 
253-222-0715 
KHMacy@live.com 

 
Raffle: 
Thomas Lamphere 
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Programs: 
Chic Sundahl 
253-381-5082  
chicster21@gmail.com 

 
Outdoor Activites: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mikek1801@gmail.com 
 
 

Education: 
Rueben Lamphere  
253-313-3062 
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
 
Membership Chair: 
Curt Stoner 
253-203-5072  
Curt.stoner@comcast.net 
 
Conservation: 
VACANT 
 
 

 
Legislation: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 
FFI Representative: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 
Web Site Editor: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter Editor: 
Dennis Ehlers 
dehlers408@gmail.com 

Puget Sound Flyfishers News 
Published monthly by: 
Puget Sound Flyfishers 
4202 76th Ave. Ct. NW 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

 
Dennis Ehlers, Editor 

dehlers408@gmail.com 
206-229-7808 

tel:253-203-5072
mailto:Curt.stoner@comcast.net
mailto:KHMacy@live.com
mailto:KHMacy@live.com
tel:253-203-5072
mailto:Curt.stoner@comcast.net
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Outings News and Updates 

by Mike Koslosky 
mikek1801@gmail.com 

 
Unsettled weather is a sure thing this time of year and as I write this Outings piece, the snow has final-
ly abated. However, the wind is relentless and it’s 34 degrees outside at nearly 3:00 in the afternoon. 
Crazy, I tell ya! 
Be that as it may, there are a couple outings for this month that will, hopefully, be in better weather;  

 
March Outings 

Purdy, Saturday, March 17, 8:30am breakfast at The Flotation Device 
(list is now closed due to limited space on the beach) 
 
Munn Lake, Tuesday, March 27, from 8:30am to 1:00pm.  
Join fellow PSFF members at this Special Regs lake for a chance to battle some hefty rainbows. Chiron-
omid style fishing is most productive but streamers have been known to be effective too. 

 
April Outings 

Ohop Lake, Thursday, April 5, 8:00am 
The lake supports naturally reproducing populations of black crappie, yellow perch, largemouth bass, 
bluegill, brown bullhead catfish, pumpkinseed sunfish, and coastal cutthroat. 
There is a WDFW boat ramp and toilet on the south shore, with bank access along the county road. For 

our growing members who love to chase after crappie and other panfish, this is a very productive lake. 

The lake is long and narrow shaped near Eatonville. It covers 218.2 acres and is perfect for prams, kay-

aks, canoes, and float tubes. Rendezvous at the launch at 8:00am. 

 

Olalla, Sunday, April 15, 7:30am 

Meet at the parking lot across from Al’s Market on Crescent Valley Road at 8:00am to catch the out-

going tide. Curiously, the tide always runs south to north through Colvos Passage despite it being a 

flood or ebb tide! Near shore there are plenty of eddies and cross currents making it a good beach for 

cutthroat. Crescent Creek which flows into the bay here should have chum fry available for the SRC’s 

to feast on. Bring your Chum Baby patterns. 

 

Spencer Lake, Thursday, April 19, 9:00am 

Spencer Lake is perhaps the most popular trout water in Mason County. It receives early and mid- 

spring plants of half pound rainbow and fall plants of larger one pound rainbow, making it a very 

steady producer even during the winter months. In addition to trout Spencer has excellent bass and 

perch fishing. Celebrate your success or drown your sorrows after fishing at the Spencer Lake Bar and 

Grill across the street. 
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HOT SCOOP 
 

March Membership  

Anniversaries 

 
Tom Case  15 
Galen Hansen  14 
Brian Knutson  14 
Al Lind   14 
Bob Jimerson  12 
Michael  Trask  9 
Mike Koslosky  7 
Dennis Ehlers  6 
Gene Mendenhall 4 
Robert Ostericher 4 
Barbara Przasnyski 4 
Robert Rummel 4 
Joe Johnston  3 
James H. Todd  1 
Raylene Todd  1 
Chris Zetterstrom 1 

 

Library News 

New to the library: 
 

DVD     

Title      Author    YR  Genre  
Jack Dennis' Tying & Fishing Stillwater Flies Rowley, Phil   ?  Fly Tying  
Expert Techniques for Stillwater Fly Fishing Chan, Brian   2003  Fly Fishing 
Fly Fishing Stillwaters Chironomid Techniques Chan, Brian & Freschi, Don 2005  Fly Fishing 
Practical Kayaking    Dolphin Eye   2004  Kayaking  
     

Books     

Title      Author    YR  Genre 
The Orvis Guide to Beginning Fly Fishing  Rosenbauer, Tom   2009  Fly Fishing 
Flies of the Northwest    Inland Empire FF Club  1998  Fly Tying   
Go-To-Flies     Lolli, Tony   2004  Fly Tying   
The Coastal Kayaker's Manual   Washburne, Randel  1989  Kayaking  
Kayaking Puget Sound, San Juans, Gulf Island Gersten, R Carey   2005  Kayaking  
I've Never Met an Idiot on the River  Winkler, Henry   2011  Fly Fishing  
Washington State Fishing Guide   Sheely, Terry W   2002  Destination 
Fly Fishers Guide to Washington   Thomas, Greg   2011  Destination 
Bird's of the Northwest    Shewey, John & Blount, Tim 2011  Birds 
Fly Fishers Guide to Oregon   Huber, John   1998  Destination 



7 

Looking for help? 
  

Are you trying to learn a new technique? 
 
Looking for a fishing partner? 
 
Do you need help with anything having to do with Fly Fishing?  
 

Look no further!   
 
The Puget Sound Fly Fishers has a group of knowledgeable folks who want to 
share their skills and are looking for folks who need help with everything having 
to do with Fly Fishing.  If you are looking for someone to assist you we will make 
sure that a person with the specific skill you need help with gets in touch with 
you. 
  
Please contact anyone in the list below: 
 

Kristin Macy    253-222-0715  KHMacy@Live.Com 
Mike Koslosky   831-247-8655  MikeK1801@Gmail.Com 
Thomas Lamphere   253-298-6419  LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com 
Ruben Lamphere   253-313-3062  LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com 

tel:253-222-0715
mailto:KHMacy@Live.Com
tel:831-247-8655
mailto:MikeK1801@Gmail.Com
tel:253-298-6419
mailto:LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com
tel:253-313-3062
mailto:LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com
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Fly Fishing Academy News 
 

NW YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY - 2018  
 
The deadline for the 2018 Academy is closing in. It’s April 15, 2018. Those that apply and are accepted, 
will be notified by the middle of May.  The Academy this year is again the last full week of June 24-30, 
2018.  It’s held on Hicks Lake in Lacey, WA.  Applicants need to write an essay explaining why “they” 
would like to attend. They also will need a letter of recommendation from their school counselor, sci-
ence teacher or responsible person.   The applicant, boy or girl, 12-16, should not be 17 at the start of 
the Academy.  Cost is $300 and there are sponsorships available.  No one will be turned away because 
of lack of money. 
 
The support from the fly fishing community again this year is nothing short of spectacular.  Applica-
tions are coming from all over the State.  In the past years, we have been supported by over 50 volun-
teers each year.  We will need volunteers again this year as guides to take the kids fishing in the morn-
ing and evenings.  We will be fishing a local pond and the Deschutes Rivers in Thurston County.  The 
Academy has a Facebook page loaded with pictures from past years and our website 
www.nwycffa.com You may download the application off the website or call Mike Clancy @253-278-
0061, Jim Brosio @ 360-943-9947 or Tom Van Gelder @253-261-8890. 
 
The Academy will be a life experience for these youth, they are the future of our sport of fly fishing. 
 
We cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can always build our youth for the future.  -
FDR    

http://www.nwycffa.com
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Tacoma Women  

on the Fly 
 Meet & Greet / Launch Party 

 
     Hosts 

 
Kristin Macy        Becci Curtis-Lillie    

Please join us and learn more about what we can offer and help us to tailor our programs to 
meet the needs of our group.  Our goal is to have a positive impact encouraging more women 
to try fly-fishing and provide a place for them to grow and learn the sport.  Refreshments will 
be provided! 

 

 

Puget Sound Fly Co  

6001 Tacoma Mall Blvd, Tacoma, WA  98409 

Saturday March 24, 2018                

5PM to 7PM                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tacoma Women on the Fly is a social group.  

TacomaWomenOnTheFly@gmail.com   
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It's Chum Baby Time!  

 

By Bob Triggs 

The whole point!  
Photo credit U.S.F.W.S.  

 
 

March on the north Olympic Peninsula coastal rivers is peak spring spawning time for most of our sea-run 
Coastal Cutthroat trout. So it's no surprise that we don't see very many of them on the beaches right now. With 
the milder winter we have had this year it is likely that many of them have already spawned, and some are well 
on their way to the salt. Maybe this explains why we see some robust, fat cutthroat in the saltchuck now too. 
But by mid to later April they will be showing up in greater numbers up here, chasing the juvenile Chum salmon 
all over the place, and fattening up. And it doesn't hurt a bit that we have had some very strong runs of these 
salmon returning to our watersheds to spawn. For the next few months or more, the regional fisheries biolo-
gists and technicians, using smolt traps, will be counting the out-migrating fry as they move out of the gravel 
redds and down to the estuaries. This will continue for many weeks to come here. And just about the time that 
the post spawning Cutthroat, and some of their younger brethren, have dropped out of the rivers and streams, 
and down to the estuaries and shorelines, the Chum salmon juveniles will be well distributed in the same plac-
es. And soon the Cutthroat will be feeding with reckless zeal.  
 
These fish, both predator and prey alike, have evolved through this dance over many tens of thousands of 
years here. As fly fishers it behooves us to learn about these things. Now is the time! TheChum Baby fly is also 
doing well up in Alaska, on the early season Lake Iliamna tributaries and Katmai National Park region Rainbows 
and Char, Grayling etc., that are feeding on fry and smolt in the rivers. And now some of my whacko small-
mouth bass fishing buddies are cleaning up with the Chum Baby fly on the rivers and lakes too. So we are dis-
covering that this fly has some application beyond the shores of Puget Sound country. You should be using this 
fly anywhere that the big fish eat the little fish! 
     
This fly has become a very well known, popular and successful pattern for sea-run Coastal Cutthroat trout fly 
fishing on Puget Sound regional waters and beyond.   
I worked this fly up over several seasons of trial and error on my local beaches. After catching many sea runs on 
it from late winter through early summer, from the north Olympic Peninsula and Admiralty Inlet to the Hood 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Canal beaches, I knew it was a winner. I originally intended the Chum Baby as an imitation of our out migrating 
juvenile Chum salmon, which are plentiful here along the shallow and warmer near shore areas, pocket lagoons 
and estuaries in early spring, and the trout eat them aggressively. 
 
What has come as a happy surprise is how well this fly can work at other times of year here, even when there 
are no Chum salmon fry around. And I use it in our rivers and streams too. Even in the fall. Some people are us-
ing this fly on the Skagit system for Dolly Varden / Bull Trout in the spring  And now many of my fly angling 
friends and fellow guides are using this as an all-around fry pattern; in Alaska for Rainbow Trout, Dolly Varden, 
Arctic Char and Grayling, and on the Atlantic Coast for "Coaster" Brook Trout and Striped Bass. We are also us-
ing them on Snook, Redfish and Sea trout down south. This has been a very fun thing to watch evolving. And 
sometimes we need to remember that this whole fly fishing thing is supposed to be fun. 
 

The Chum Baby fly can be presented using a wet fly swing, dead drift, cast and strip, fast, slow, shallow or 

deep as needed. One thing that you will notice about it is that the wing really lights up under water with even a 

small amount of sunlight. And the sparser you tie them the better this works. Juvenile salmon and other forage 

fish are not opaque underwater, they are semi-transparent. The distinct dark peacock herl collar on this fly is 

meant to emulate the eye of  a chum fry. The glittering tinsel body is to imitate the gut and the two crystal flash 

strips represent the lateral line. The barring of the natural Fox Squirrel tail wing seems to work very well, even 

though most of the Chum salmon fry and older juveniles you see will be subtler in color, spotted, and usually 

more on the green, olive brown side. The peacock herl topping is simply because I am old fashioned, and I try to 

include some of the more traditional features of old world patterns in my flies. All in an impressionistic effort. 

Strictly speaking we can call this fly an "attractor" pattern. 

I tie them sparsely in the early spring, March and April, at under two inches long overall. By May and June I tie 

them much longer, and with a larger bead. They can be tied with a smaller hook, size # 8 or #10, and with a 

much smaller wing etc. But if I am tying it larger I do not increase the hook size above #6 as we are trying to 

avoid injury to these precious wild trout. I like these medium shank length hooks as we tend to get good hook 

ups, with only very rarely any deep hooking or tongue injuries this way. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 10) 
 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Invasion! 
 
    Dozens of Chum Baby flies are once again migrating across Puget Sound, over the I-405 Bridge, and all of 
the way upstream to the Orvis Bellevue Fly Shop! 
 

 
Tie your own Chum Baby flies! 
 
If you would like to tie your own Chum Baby flies, from my original pattern and written instructions, I will be hap-
py to provide two sample tying model flies, tied by myself, with the written instructions.  
 
Just send $5.00 and a self addressed legal sized return envelope to: 
 
   Bob Triggs 
   P.O. Box 261 
   Port Townsend, WA 
   98368 
 

We will be back on the water this spring! Just in time for the beginning of another beautiful season of wild sea 
run Coastal Cutthroat trout fly fishing on the saltwaters and rivers of the Olympic Peninsula, Hood Canal and 
Puget Sound. Drop me a note or give me a call for details. All trips, casting instruction sessions, public and fly 
fishing club presentations, and rowboat picnics, must be booked in advance. 
 

Your Olympic Peninsula Fly Fishing Guide and Instructor 
 

I am guiding fly fishers on the Olympic Peninsula beaches, rivers and streams. We walk and wade, fly fishing for 

sea-run Coastal Cutthroat trout in freshwater and saltwater, and in the rivers for trout and summer steelhead. 

This is strictly catch and release, traditional fly fishing only. Lunch, snacks, soft beverages, and use of some 

equipment is included. I also offer personalized and private fly fishing and fly casting instruction for beginners.  I 

would be happy to help you plan your Olympic Peninsula fly fishing adventure, for beginners through expert an-

glers. Public presentations, Naturalist guide, Rowboat picnics, Tide Pool and River trail day trips. Please call, 

write or email for booking details. Now booking for April, May, and beyond! 

(Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://www.facebook.com/Orvis.Bellevue
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This is the way to go fly fishing for sea-run Cutthroat! 
SSShhh!!!  Listen to the quiet . . .  

 

Bob Triggs 
Little Stone Flyfisher 
P.O. Box 261 
Port Townsend, WA 
98368 
 
Licensed Washington State Guide  
Certified Fly Casting Instructor 
Trout Unlimited Aquatic Educator Award 
W.S.U. Water Watchers and Beach Watchers Graduate 
U.S.C.G First Aid/CPR/BLS/AED/BBP/HIV Certified 
 
Phone: 360-385-9618 
email: littlestoneflyfisher@mail.com 
Blog: http://olympicpeninsulaflyfishing.blogspot.com 
Web: www.washingtonflyfishing.com/guides/littlestone 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/LittleStoneFlyfisher 

 

 

(Continued from page 12) 
 

tel:(360)%20385-9618
mailto:littlestoneflyfisher@mail.com
http://olympicpeninsulaflyfishing.blogspot.com/
http://www.washingtonflyfishing.com/guides/littlestone
http://www.facebook.com/LittleStoneFlyfisher
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Hello again, PSFF! 

This past month we have been all over the place! Mostly on Hood Ca-

nal, however we have fished area 9, 10 and 11 as well. The same 

seems to apply for all of the above. The fishing has been great...Once 

you find the fish. Most of the trick in the last few weeks has been find-

ing the fish, once you are in them, it's been pretty spectacular.  The 

fish are not spread out and peppered all over the shorelines this time 

of year.  We have sight fished to schools of cutthroat (yeah, it's as awe-

some as it sounds) we have also searched hard to find our pods of fish in between the moments of 

glory.  We have found pods of fish under small schools of chum fry on Hood Canal, however, that has 

not quite kicked off yet. I am guessing the big push of chum fry  will pick up more in the next two 

weeks. Our most successful technique has been fishing near the estuaries with sand shrimp and bigger 

sculpin patterns (3-3 1/2").  Once you find the pods of fish it's best to work into them slowly, or you 

risk blowing out the whole pod of fish.  Our other major technique has been using the tides to flush 

out bait in areas that mostly dry up. This has been mostly sand shrimp fishing and lends itself to some 

great sight fishing from the boat.  We are staying on the outside of estuaries on the "flats" and posting 

up in front of the first dips in the structure.  Fish will use these dips to hide from the current and eat 

the bait that gets flushed into them.  As far as the fish go, they are as fat and healthy as ever this time 

of year!  

See you out on the water!  

Captain Justin Waters 

All-Waters Fly Fishing 
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 FLY OF THE MONTH  
 

 "Steelhead Bee"  

 
 Edition: October 2017  

Written by: Kevin W. Erickson  
Photographed By: Kevin W. Erickson  

Creator: Roderick Haig-Brown  
Guest Tier: Kevin W. Erickson  

 
Originated by noted British Columbia fly fishing author/conservationist/angler Roderick Haig-Brown, the Steel-
head Bee was well ahead of its time in many ways. The Bee’s design allows it to be fished not only in the tradi-
tional upstream drag-free dead-drift dry fly approach, but also cast downstream on a tight line and fished with a 
“waking” or “skating” technique. Waking flies sit low in the surface and create a disturbance with either wings 
and/or bodies designed to resist the currents flow. Flies in this category include Harry Lemire’s Greased Liner, 
Bill Bakke’s Dragon Fly and Bill McMillan’s Steelhead Caddis. Skating flies are tied with traditional stiff, bushy dry
-fly hackle intended to lift the fly up so it rides mainly on the hackle and tail. Traditional dries scaled up in size 
for steelhead include the Royal Wulff, Humpy, and Hairwing Black Gnat among others. There is a crossover be-
tween flies designed as “wakers” being fished as a “skater” and vice-versa. The only thing that matters is if the 
fish likes the presentation.  
 
 
 

(Continued on page 16) 
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Materials  
 

Hook: Light wire Salmon Dry Fly Hook – Sizes 4 to 10.  
Thread: Red.  
Tail: Fox Squirrel Tail.  
Body: Equal sections of brown, yellow, and brown dubbing.  
Wing: Upright divided wings of Fox Squirrel Tail slanted forward at a 45 ̊angle.  
Hackle: Brown - stiff dry fly quality or soft wet fly quality –discussed within the instruction.  

 

 
 
 
Tying Steps  
 

 
 

Step 1  
Attach your thread of the shank and wrap back to a position above the point.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Step 2  
Select a small amount (30 to 50 fibers or so) of Fox Squirrel tail and trim the clump off the tail. Holding 
the very tip ends of the hair tightly in your left hand (for right-handed tyers) and begin pulling out all 
underfur and short fibers with your right hand. This evens the length of fibers (I usually prefer not to 
stack the hair for a more natural look) and removes unwanted shorter fibers thus reducing the bulk, 
making it easier to secure the fibers to the hook somewhere around the middle.  
 
Transfer the clump of remaining fibers for the tail to your left hand with the tips pointing to the left over 
the bend of the hook. Measure so the tips extend a shank length beyond the back end of the shank and 
tie in tightly. Trim the butt ends at a taper to the midpoint of the shank and finish wrapping over the 
butt ends securely. Advance the thread to a position slightly forward of three-quarters of the way up 
the shank.  

 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Step 3  
Repeat the process with slightly less than double the amount of hair used for the tail. Again, it is im-
portant to clean out as much underfur and all possible shorter fibers thoroughly to minimize the 
amount of hair to be tied in. This time, transfer the hair to the right hand with the tips pointing to the 
right over the eye of the hook. Measure the hair and tie in so the wings are equal to the shank in length 
and are extending forward on top of the hook over the eye. Trim the butt ends at a taper to the back of 
the shank. This should overlap the taper of the butts from the tail and provide a smooth even under-
body. Tie the butts down tightly and securely.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Step 4  
Lift up the hair for the wings and wrap the thread tightly underneath the hair and against the base to 
start lifting the hair up from the hook. Now take the hair and divide it into two equal wings. Start “criss-
cross” wrapping between the wings, by alternately taking a few wraps from behind the near wing to in 
front of the far wing, then switch to wrapping from in front of the near wing to behind the far wing. 

Help divide and define the wings with every wrap.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 18) 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Step 5  
Now you want to “post” the wing bases. Take the thread and wrap tightly around only the hair at the 
very base of each wing. For either waking or skating flies, this is an important step if you have upright 
divided wings. You may need to support the hair between each complete wrap to keep the wing from 
folding over and allowing your thread wrap to slip off. Post one wing then make a few wraps around the 
shank and then post the other. Work the thread up the base of each wing about a sixteenth of an inch 
or so. Once completed, add a drop of head cement to the base of each wing to help lock the thread 
wraps and stiffen the wings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 19) 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Step 6  
Finally, make several wraps tightly behind both wings to force them forward to about a 45 ̊angle sloping 
over the eye. The final position should be as shown – a 45s̊lant toward over the eye and each wing at 
about a 45 ̊angle off the vertical (90 ̊between the wings) when viewed from the front. Again, add a drop 
or two of cement to lock the thread wraps and wing bases in place and help stiffen them up for their 
work ahead pushing back against the currents you fish them in.  

 

Step 7  
Next is the body. Three equal sections of dubbing consisting of brown, then yellow, then brown again. 
Decide on the style of the fly you’re going to create at this point. If tied to be a Skater, deduct the 
amount of room the hackle will occupy behind the wing and divide the remaining space back to the tail 
into thirds. This way you’ll not be crowding the wing or hackle space. If you’re making a Waking style, 
then build the body in thirds all the way up to the wing base.  

 
 

(Continued from page 20) 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Step 8  
Select the hackle you will use depending on the style of tie you are creating. With either style, you want 
hackle that has fibers about one and one-half the length of the hook gape. If tied as a waking fly, simply 
add three or four turns of a soft, wet-fly grade hackle in front of the wing, tie it off at the back of the 
head space, build a small head and finish. If tied as a skater, select two good dry-fly quality hackles and 
trim the stem at the beginning of any soft fibers at the base. Strip off a few fibers from the base and tie 
them in one at a time good side (shiny side) down at the front of the body pointing back toward the 
hook bend. Tie in one on top of the other with good tight wraps. Advance your thread to the back of the 
head space. Wrap three to five equally spaced wraps behind the wing and the same number in front of 
the wing. The goal is to leave one stem-width worth of space between every wrap for the next hackle to 
fill in. Don’t spread the wraps too wide or crowd them too close. Tie off the first feather but don’t trim it 
yet, in case you need to unwrap and rewind it. Now wrap the second feather in between the wraps of 
the first, Move the feather forward and backward as you wrap to allow the fibers of the first hackle to 
move out of the way as you work forward. Tie off the second hackle as well then inspect and untie, un-
wrap, rewrap and tie off again as needed. Once you’re satisfied make a few extra wraps, trim off the 
excess, wrap a small head, finish and you’re done.  

 

(Continued from page 21) 

(Continued on page 23) 
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SIDE FINISH  

TOP FINISH  
 
 
All of the patterns featured in Flyfisning & Tying Journal are available in detailed step-by-step Flash Slideshows 
on my website: www.modernclassicsflytying.com. I also encourage you to contact me with any questions or 
suggestions for other patterns you’d like to see tied and featured. Email me at info@modernclassicsflytying.com  
 

Author Bio:  
Kevin W. Erickson is the author of the new book published by Stackpole Books titled “Feather Craft – The Amazing Birds 
and Feathers Used in Classic Salmon Flies” Get a preview of what it has to offer at www.FeatherCraftBook.com.  
He worked in the flyfishing business for over 25 years as a full-time professional outfitting anglers, booking flyfishing trips 
worldwide and instructing fly fishing, fly casting, and fly tying classes at all levels. He has traveled extensively and acted as 
host of angling groups to both fresh and saltwater destinations around the globe. Also a published fly tyer and author, his 
work includes contributions in Randy Stetzer’s book “Flies: the Best 1000” and Randall Kaufmann’s epic “Bonefishing.” He 
currently works in the software industry in Beaverton, Oregon.  

 
 

(Continued from page 22) 
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FFI Editors Notes: Comments from the editor.  
 
Fly of the Month:  
Do you know someone who deserves to be featured in the Fly of the Month? If you have a camera and 
computer, you can write a Fly of the Month article to honor your favorite tier tying their best creation. 
For details contact the Fly Tying Group at ftg@flyfishersinternational.org.  
 
Please note: The demonstration you are viewing makes no claim, implied or otherwise, that the pre-
senter or demonstrator of the fly pattern was the original creator of the fly.  
 
This is the guest tyer's version of this fly and it may differ from the creator's or other versions and vari-
ations.  
 

Please Credit FFI Website or FFI Clubwire with any use of the pattern.  
You can direct any questions or comments to  

ftg@flyfishersinternational.org.  
 
 
 

(Continued from page 23) 
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    March 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

8 
PSFF General 
Mtg 6:00 

9 
Albany Fly 
Tyer Expo 

10 
Albany Fly 
Tyer Expo 

11 12 13 14 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 
 

15 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

16 17 
Outing - 
Purdy 8:30 

18 19 20 21 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

22 23 24 
Tacoma Women 
on the Fly - 5 PM 
Newsletter Dead-
line 5 PM 

25 26 27 
Outing - 
Munn Lake 
8:30 

28 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

29 
Outing - 
Yakima River 
Float class 

30 
Outing - 
Yakima River 
Float  

31 

April 1 2 3 4 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

5 
Outing - 
Ohop Lake 
8:00 

6 7 

8 9 10 11 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

12 
PSFF General 
Mtg 6:00 

13 14 

15 
Outing - 
Ollala 
7:30 AM 

16 17 18 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

19 
PSFF Board Mtg 
6:00 
Outing - 
Spencer Lake 9AM 

20 21 

22 23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 5 PM 

24 25 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

26 27 28 

29 30      

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

PSFF Calendar 

Check for Newsletter Article Deadline Date. 
Remember articles can always be submitted early. 
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HOW TO JOIN THE PSFF YAHOO GROUP. 

 
To receive and post to the PSFF Yahoo group you must first sign up as a member of Yahoo if you’re not already 
signed up. 
 
In your browser search for or go to Yahoo.com and look for the button asking if you want to join Yahoo. Click on the 
button and follow the instructions to join Yahoo. You will need an email address, a user name and a password. Re-
member these as periodically Yahoo will ask you to use them to resign in.  
 
Once you are a member of Yahoo look at the top of the Yahoo page and find the search box. Enter PSFF in the box 
and press the ‘Search’ button. There will be a number of results as PSFF is used by several entities. 
 
Scroll down though the list until you find Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Select the Puget Sound Fly Fishers and Yahoo 
will take you to the group site. You will notice a small box that asks you if you want to join the PSFF group. Select 
(yes.) 
 
Another page will open up seeking your sign in information for the PSFF group. This information is separate from 
the information you entered for Yahoo itself. There will be a box for you to enter a short message telling the modera-
tors why you want to join and basically who you are. Again you will be asked to select an email address where the 
PSFF group messages are sent. 
 
You will need to select whether you receive individual messages or a Daily Digest. I suggest a daily digest but you 
can change this selection at any time later. At the bottom of the page you will have to enter, repeat, a displayed 
code of mixed letters and numbers. When you have done this go down to the bottom right and select ‘Join’. You are 
done. 
 
All new members are on a moderated basis and unable to post until approved by a moderator to help prevent SPAM 
and malicious posting. One of the moderators will handle your status usually within 24 hours. 

Puget Sound Flyfishers 
 
Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history 
of involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's 
website is located at www.psff.org 
 
Aims and Purposes of the Club are: 
1. To improve and encourage the sport of flyfishing by social, 
educational and political means. 
2. To encourage flyfishing as a means of conservation and 
increasing fishing opportunity. 
3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement and quality 
of sport fishing. 
4. To promote both “Fellowship” and "Sportsmanship" in all 
aspects of club and individual activity. 
5. To actively assist and encourage the public to become 
flyfishers, and to adopt the club's  mission and philosophies. 
 
General Membership Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month (except August). These meetings 
are for social, entertainment and educational purposes. 
 
Educational Activities: The club offers classes and 
instruction in fly fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. 
The club has an extensive library of books and videos.  
 

Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide 
expert information and instruction on how, when and where 
to fish. 
 
Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud 
history of encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing 
techniques) as a means of conserving and increasing fishing 
opportunities. The club is active in many of the important 
conservation issues of the day and in helping to fund local 
conservation projects. 
 
Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or 
over. Dues are $45 per household per year plus a one time 
($15 Initiation Fee) per member nametag. 
 
Affiliations: The club is an active member of the 
Washington State Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers 


