
  

Puget Sound Fly Fishers November 2016 

What are you Thankful for? 

November Program   - 60th Anniversary Banquet!! 

The Leader Line 
By Paul Fournier 

 
No Fish, No Problem 

Photo courtesy of Walter Hodges 

 

They draw us into wild places 

We dream, we plan and we go 

Wild mountain fish demand this discovery 

So we set out into uncertain weather and locations 

Only to discover that it is not all about the fish 

In the stillness of morning light 

Pursuit gives way to reflection  
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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October came at us with the first act of surprising weather, leaving those who study these things convinced we 
are in store for more rain, wind and cold temperatures.  It feels like a return to what the Pacific Northwest should 
be about.  Wet weather makes this place green, fills mountains with slow melting snow and replenishes reser-
voirs.  For the fish, rising waters are the call to return home.   
 
November signals the start of my lake fishing season which will run till streams open up next year.  Time to get 
the boat shined up along with necessary accessories.  Many area lakes remain open year round so check the 
regulations before planning your next trip.  This is also some of the best time to fish our local beaches for Searun 
Coastal Cutthroat as they roam freshwater estuaries and streams filled with salmon eggs and fleshy meals.  This 
is the season of harvest and rebirth.  A time of plenty.  The holidays are coming so plan those late fall/early winter 
fishing trips soon. 
 
The 60th Anniversary Celebration Banquet is happening on Saturday, November 5th.   Tickets will be available 
for $40 at the door.  This event will feature a look back at 60 years of fly fishing history in the Puget Sound region 
and the individuals that made that history.  For many this will be a reunion.  The Anniversary Banquet will be held 
at the Emerald Queen Casino Conference Center in Fife.  Remember, there is no General Meeting planned for 
November so come on out to the banquet!  
 
I am pleased to announce that Dennis Beardsley will be our Treasurer beginning in 2017.  It has been an honor 
to work with Mike Saville in this role and he will be greatly missed.  A transition is underway to ensure club financ-
es are well attended to.  We are still looking for volunteers to fill the roles of Secretary and 1

st
 Year Director for 

2017.  Our club is successful because of members of members like you.  If you would like more information 
please email either Paul Fournier (pfournier@gmail.com) or Mike Koslosky (mikek1801@gmail.com).  
 
 
Tight Lines! 
-Paul Fournier 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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PSFF NEWS 

Our Next Meeting  
Thursday, December 8th 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 

6323 6th Ave. 
Tacoma WA 98406 

  November Program 
 
There is no November meeting this year. In-
stead we are celebrating our clubs history 
and future at our 60th Anniversary Banguet. 
 
See you at the Emerald Queen Conference 
Center in Fife on November 5th! 

FFF EVENTS 

Regional FFF Events in 2016 

 
  None listed 
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PSFF 2016 OFFICERS AND TRUSTED SERVANTS 

President: 
Paul Fournier 
206-972-2513 
pfournier@gmail.com 

 
President-Elect: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
Vice President: 
Greg Shimek  
253-588-7606 
gregs47@icloud.com 
 
Secretary: 
Steve Saville 
253-927-4401 
stevesaville@comcast.net 

 
Treasurer: 
Mike Saville 
253-426-1029 
msaville2011@hotmail.com 

 
Director, 1st year: 
Kristin Macy 
253-222-0715 
KHMacy@live.com 

 
Director, 2nd year: 
Thomas Lamphere  
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Director, 3rd year: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259  
mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 

Past President: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mikek1801@gmail.com 
 
Librarian: 
Rueben Lamphere  
253-313-3062 
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Raffle: 
Thomas Lamphere 
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Programs: 
Chic Sundahl 
253-381-5082  
chicster21@gmail.com 

 
Outdoor Activites: 
Larry Vaughn 
(253)219-9005 
larrytvaughn@live.com 
 
 - and - 
 

Joe Johnston  
253-857-9122  
steelheadak@gmail.com 
 

Education: 
Rueben Lamphere  
253-313-3062 
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
 
Membership Chair: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

Conservation: 
Ben Dennis 
 
 
Legislation: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 
Web Site Editor: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter Editor: 
Dennis Ehlers 
dehlers408@gmail.com 

Puget Sound Flyfishers News 
Published monthly by: 
Puget Sound Flyfishers 
11502 51st Ave Ct E, 
Tacoma, WA 98446 

 
Dennis Ehlers, Editor 

dehlers408@gmail.com 
dehlers408@yahoo.com 

206-229-7808 

mailto:KHMacy@live.com
mailto:mtclancy39@comcast.net
mailto:mikek1801@gmail.com
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HOT SCOOP 
 

PJ’s TIPS 

 
Tying Tip -  

 
Follow the thread.  

 
 

 How do you store your dozens of spools of tying 
thread? I've seen people put them in clear plastic 
tubes with screw on lids, string the spools on wires, 
throw them en’mas into boxes, and other less than 
convenient ways. Almost all requiring a 'sort' to get at 
the spool you want. Get yourself one of the JoAnn’s or 
Michaels coupons and hike on down to one of the 
Michael’s stores and pick up one or several of the 
wooden spool racks. Six wooden cross bars each with 
ten little dowels sticking up to hold the spools. They 
have legs so they will stand up on the bench by them-
selves or you can remove the legs and hang them on 
the wall. That's 60 spools of material. Cost about 
$12.00 each with coupon. 
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Northwest Youth Conservation and Fly Fish-

ing Academy  
 

by Mike Clancy, Co-Chair 
 
 
The 2017 Academy is in the planning stage and 
will be held again at The Gwinwood Conference 
Center on Hicks Lake in Lacey.  The week long 
Academy is a joint venture of the WSCIFFF and 
WCTU, and supported by South Sound Fly Fish-
ers, Puget Sound Fly Fishers and the TU Olympia 
chapter.  The dates for the Academy are June 18-
24, 2017.   
 
The 2016 Academy was very successful with 20 
enthusiastic boys and girls, 12-16 years old, en-
joying a week of fishing, field trips, fly tying and 
classroom studies.  Some had never held a fly 
rod, much less cast one, but with a few lessons 
and practice with our casting instructors, they 
were casting with ease.  Many also caught their 
first fish on a fly they learned to tie. 
 
The Academy can be a life changing experience 
for our youth’s attitude about stewardship, con-
servation and fishing.  The knowledge they learn 
about the abundance of life in our rivers and 
streams is invaluable and it is imperative that we 
preserve this event for our current youth so that 
they will become our conservationists of the fu-
ture. 
 
Each applicant must submit an essay, stating why 
they want to attend the Academy and present a 
letter of recommendation from their science 
teacher or school counselor. 
 
We are in the process of mailing announcements 
about the 2017 Academy, requesting clubs, chap-
ters and individuals, to support the event with 
candidates and finances.  Please visit our web-
site:  www.nwycffa.com  to learn more about the 
Academy. 
 
If you have any questions about the academy, 
please contact me: 
 
Mike Clancy @ 360-753-1259  
or email  nwycffa@comcast.net  
or mtclancy39@comcast.net,  
Also: 
Jim Brosio @ 360-943-9947 or  
Tom VanGelder @ 253-261-8890  

http://www.nwycffa.com
mailto:nwycffa@comcast.net
mailto:mtclancy39@comcast.net
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November’s New Beginnings. 

By Bob Triggs 
www.searuns.com 

 

 

 

   Fall has been seeping in here one rainy day after another. And we have been fishing on the beaches, in 
between the wet and windy days, since mid-October. The rivers have been getting their annual autumn rainfall, 
with cooler, deeper flows. Just in time for the salmon and steelhead runs. The storm winds put a lot of debris, 
branches, logs and leaves in the rivers. The beaches have been torn up a few times too, with storm damages 
and higher tides. The October Hunter Moon brought the tides way up. We can expect that the November 14th 
Full Beaver Moon will do the same. It is remarkable how quickly the beach waters will be clear of turbidity, and 
the fishing will resume after a storm here. November is statistically the wettest month of the year out here. The 
western slopes of the Olympic Mountains can get 140-180 inches of rain annually, most of it in the winter. There 
have been many times in Novembers past when we couldn’t fish the rivers because of high flows and poor visibil-
ity, even though the storms had passed days previously. So we headed down to the beaches to fish for sea-run 
cutthroat trout instead. This is never disappointing. We are in the Olympic Mountain rain shadow over here on the 
east side of the Peninsula. And we only get about 17-19 inches of rain annually.  
 
  “I want to catch a steelhead.” 
 
   A few years back my friend Jeff called me, during the week just before his birthday on Thanksgiving. He 
had the holiday weekend off. He and I had worked at the same fly fishing lodge in Alaska one season. And I had 
time open to get away with him. So we loaded up our gear in his truck and we took off for the west-end Olympic 
Peninsula rivers.  There are some coastal rivers that could have some steelhead in them around then, mostly 
hatchery fish. But that would be good enough for us. It was a fairly balmy day, and we got into the water after 
dawn. The water was low and gin-clear. We walked along the sandy edges of one pool and run after another, 
easily wading across the shallow tail-outs, scouting for fish as the sun got brighter. We clambered up a small wa-
terfall, crouching on the wet slippery boulders, looking at the Coho salmon holding in the deep plunge pool below, 
as they waited for the flows to come up, so they could then move upriver to spawn. We stood, barely knee deep, 
at the edge of one pool, just above the narrowing flows, surveying the water, looking for a sign of fish. After a few 
minutes we noticed a faint bit of movement- a shadow, an eye, a mouth, A Fish!  And it was right there in front of 
us, not fifteen feet away, in the shallow fast water. A bright steelhead! 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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    If you have ever tried to cast to a fish that is holding in fast water, only a few yards away from you, you 
will understand the frustration of how difficult it is to get a decent presentation of the fly that way, with-
out spooking the fish.  We stood stock still, barely moving at all, as Jeff deftly flicked and flipped one fly after 
another, with barely more than his leader out of the rod tip, try after try, just showing that steelhead his flies, 
which we changed with every few “casts.” It felt like an eternity. The fish was marvelous, so bright and fresh from 
the sea, its chrome sides reflected the gravel and sky so well, it would fade into and out of view randomly. It was 
almost invisible at times, except for the shadow on the gravel bottom beneath the fish. 
 
   We were acting on faith. The fish that we had hoped for was right there at our feet. (It was a little more than 
we had hoped for actually.)  A fish like that can be very hard to catch. With some drifts of the fly the fish would 
veer off, avoiding the drift. And with the next cast it seemed to be chasing the fly, briefly, only to go back to its 
holding position in the flows.. And at other times Jeff actually bounced the fly right off of the fish’s nose. And the 
fish did not flinch. We tried all kinds of northwest steelhead patterns: big, small, dark, light, etc. We even skated a 
few greased-liners right across the bow. Nothing doing. With each successive cast, I began to feel like I was in 
some kind of weird karmic dream. And this whole time, cast after cast, we had not moved our feet an inch. We 
didn’t dare. At one point the fish was within a yard of us, seemingly taking shelter in our shadow. Probably to 
avoid those pesky little flies that we were incessantly drifting at it.  
 
   There’s an Alaska fly called the “Ice Worm.” It was originated by Ted Gerkin at Iliaska Lodge, on Lake Ilaim-
na. It is intended for the big rainbow trout on the Lake Iliamna and Katmai Park tributaries in the fall. I still had a 
few in my fly box, left over from the summer guiding season. Imagine a Woolly Booger fly, with a pink shrimp col-
ored chenille body, pink shrimp colored body hackle, and a cream colored collar hackle and marabou tail. Spawn-
ing colors. One swing was all it took with that fly. And we went from a catatonic stupor to a shallow water brawl 
instantly. Both of us were kind of amazed to see the fish actually take the fly.  
 
    I mean, geez . . . Hundreds of swings, and a dozen flies later??!! 
 
    I wish that I could tell you here that the fish put up an electrifying fight, taking the line and all of the backing and 
going way downstream, leaping into the air, its bright flanks flashing in the sun, and that the fish dove downriver - 
"the reel drag screaming!" - and we had to run, full-tilt over the slippery rocks, leaping over mossy logs and half 
swimming through deep holes, heroically keeping that bruising brawler on the hook . . .  
 
   But it didn’t go that way. 
 
   Inexplicably, this beautiful steelhead simply swam around in the shallow water, pulling a little here and 
there for a few minutes, and then it pretty much just lied down on the gravel at Jeff’s feet and it gave up. 
It was about 36 inches long, chrome bright, and an early wild hen. It was one of the most beautiful steelhead I 
have ever seen.  
 
  You don’t have to wait until Thanksgiving to come out to the Olympic Peninsula rivers to catch a steel-

head. There are summer-run steelhead and cutthroat trout in most of these rivers year-round. And we often see 

early winter-run hatchery steelhead well before Thanksgiving. These autumn rains will get them moving, and stir 

them up. This year we have had some special rules put in place, to protect the wild coho spawning runs. This 

closed almost all of our good autumn trout fishing waters, especially the big rivers, until mid-November. Ordinarily 

we would be fishing for summer runs and cutthroat by September. I am guessing that the fishing this November 

is going to be superb out here. And if the rivers get too dirty and high again, don’t miss out on the good sea-run 

cutthroat trout fishing on the beaches. 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Fly of The Month (flashback) 

Credit to FFF Website 

 
Federation of Fly Fishers Fly of the Month 

November 2000 - The Soft-Hackle 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Soft-Hackle: An old fly, re-invented again and again 
By Jim Abbs 

 
Students of history find that brand new ideas are really quite rare. Rather, many new developments are just new 
additions to old ideas or just old ideas re-cycled. Fly patterns are no exception. Moreover, when certain fly pattern 
styles turn up again and again, it generally means that the look or the behavior of a group of insects is being es-
pecially well-imitated. Perhaps there has been no idea in fly pattern design as enduring as the soft hackle wet fly. 
 
Consider the history of this favorite fly of many modern trout anglers, the soft hackle nymph. In the last decade, 
Sylvester Nemes published a book called The Soft Hackled Addict (1993). However, this book was an out-
growth of an earlier book (1975) by Mr. Nemes entitled simply, The Soft Hackled Fly. Mr. Nemes' first book on 
soft hackles offered a review of the tying of soft hackle flies and their history. According to some sources, Nemes 
was influenced by Paul Young of Michigan who sold hackled (not winged) nymphs, based upon patterns from a 
James Leisenring of Pennsylvania. In addition, just a few years before Nemes' book ( in 1971), Vernon Hidy 
worked with that legendary James Leisenring to write yet another book entitled, The Art of Tying the Wet Fly 
and Fishing the Flymph. This book, also focused on so-called "Soft-hackle nymphs". Hidy's book however was 
a revised version of a yet earlier book by James Leisenring alone, entitled, The Art of Tying the Wet Fly. So 
where did Leisenring get his ideas? Leisenring was a student of the English fly tyers and most students of fly pat-
tern history believe that these flies originated in the Border Counties of Britain, in the regions between Northern 
England and Scotland, maybe as long as 500 years ago. 
 
Obviously while this history is interesting to many, the key question may be why are these simple patterns are so 
enduring and effective. Basically, Leisenring and his predecessors recognized that trout like to feed on insects 
that are in the transition stage from nymph form to adult form, sometimes called emergers. These insect forms do 
not have wings, leading to the idea of a wet fly without wings, but with legs fully apparent. If these legs are imitat-
ed by soft hackle, they move in a natural, enticing way, capturing the quivering natural pattern that makes this fly 
so effective. There are many specific patterns that belong to the soft-hackle family. The oldest are flies like the 
Partridge and Green or Partridge and Orange, with other colors used to imitate different species of insects. Other 
popular flies of the soft-hackle style include The Breadcrust, Carey Special, Tup's Indispensable, Starling Herl, 
and others. These kinds of flies are thought by some to imitate caddis emergers (Dave Hughes), but other au-
thors report using them very successfully in the early stages of mayfly hatches (Gary Borger). No matter what 
insects the soft-hackle patterns are supposed to imitate, they are found in the fly boxes of many expert trout an-
glers. Obviously, soft hackles, because of the their universal appeal also represent very good searching patterns 
when there are no hatches. 
 
The most famous soft hackle flies include patterns that long have been popular in England, including the Par-
tridge and Orange, Partridge and Green and Partridge and Yellow. These fly names refer simply to hackle 
(partridge) and to the color of the body. The other appeal to soft hackle nymphs is that they are not only deadly, 
but very easy to tie.  

(Continued on page 13) 
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MATERIALS 

Hook: Sizes 10-18, Mustad 9671, Tiemco 200, 5262 
Thread: Color to match body color 
Body: Floss or fur in olive, green, orange, yellow or brown 
Thorax: Optional fur dubbing 
Legs: Soft fibered feathers from a gray or brown partridge, grouse, hen 

 

TYING STEPS: 
 

1. Lay down a layer of thread back 1/3 the distance from the eye to the end of the hook. Tie in floss 
(about 5-7 strands, depending on thickness of body desired) and wrap forward to tie in point. Carry 
out similar construction with dubbing with body extending from bend of the hook to tie in point. 
 

2. Add thorax, extending over first third of floss body. If the body is constructed from dubbing rather 
than floss, the thorax can simply be an increased concentration of dubbing in from the tie in point 
back 1/3 the distance toward the bend of the hook. 
 

3. Select a large feather with fibers that extend in length from just beyond the eye to the bend of the 
hook. Some of the soft-hackle flies use shorter or longer fibers, depending upon what you find most 
effective. A standard soft-hackle would extend about one-half the distance from the back end of the 
body to the bend. 
 

4. Fold the fibers from the two sides of the quill so both are at right anglers to that quill. Pull off those 
fibers from the quill (another option is to leave the fibers on the quill) with a quantity necessary to 
give the desired density of hackle. 
 

5. Lay the fibers on one side of the hook and begin to tie them down, slowly distributing the fibers 
around the hook at the same time. The key to this "distribution wrap" is to keep the tension on the 
thread fairly low. Apply a second wrap to secure the fibers, pushing the fibers so they are as evenly 
distributed as possible. Stroke the fibers back toward the hook bend after each thread wrap. 
 

6. Clip the butt ends of the fibers, whip finish and apply head cement. Go fishing 
 

 
Please Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire with any use of the pattern. 

You can direct any questions or comments to FOM at flyofthemonth@fedflyfishers.org 

(Continued from page 12) 
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  November 1 2 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

3 4 5 
PSFF 60th  
Anniversary 
Banquet 

6 7 8 9 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

10 
 

11 12 

13 14 15 16 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

17 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

18 19 

20 21 22 23 
PSFC Fly Tying  
6:00 
Newsletter Dead-
line 5 PM 

24 
THANKSGIVING 

25 26 

27 28 29 30 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

   

    December 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

8 
PSFF General 
Mtg 6:00 

9 10 

11 12 13 14 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

15 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

22 23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 5 PM 

24 

25 
CHRISTMAS 

26 27 28 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

29 30 31 
NEW YEARS 
EVE 

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

PSFF Calendar 

Check for Newsletter Article Deadline Date. 
Remember articles can always be submitted early. 
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HOW TO JOIN THE PSFF YAHOO GROUP. 

 
To receive and post to the PSFF Yahoo group you must first sign up as a member of Yahoo if you’re not already 
signed up. 
 
In your browser search for or go to Yahoo.com and look for the button asking if you want to join Yahoo. Click on the 
button and follow the instructions to join Yahoo. You will need an email address, a user name and a password. Re-
member these as periodically Yahoo will ask you to use them to resign in.  
 
Once you are a member of Yahoo look at the top of the Yahoo page and find the search box. Enter PSFF in the box 
and press the ‘Search’ button. There will be a number of results as PSFF is used by several entities. 
 
Scroll down though the list until you find Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Select the Puget Sound Fly Fishers and Yahoo 
will take you to the group site. You will notice a small box that asks you if you want to join the PSFF group. Select 
(yes.) 
 
Another page will open up seeking your sign in information for the PSFF group. This information is separate from 
the information you entered for Yahoo itself. There will be a box for you to enter a short message telling the modera-
tors why you want to join and basically who you are. Again you will be asked to select an email address where the 
PSFF group messages are sent. 
 
You will need to select whether you receive individual messages or a Daily Digest. I suggest a daily digest but you 
can change this selection at any time later. At the bottom of the page you will have to enter, repeat, a displayed 
code of mixed letters and numbers. When you have done this go down to the bottom right and select ‘Join’. You are 
done. 
 
All new members are on a moderated basis and unable to post until approved by a moderator to help prevent SPAM 
and malicious posting. One of the moderators will handle your status usually within 24 hours. 

Puget Sound Flyfishers 
 
Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history 
of involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's 
website is located at www.psff.org 
 
Aims and Purposes of the Club are: 
1. To improve and encourage the sport of flyfishing by social, 
educational and political means. 
2. To encourage flyfishing as a means of conservation and 
increasing fishing opportunity. 
3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement and quality 
of sport fishing. 
4. To promote both “Fellowship” and "Sportsmanship" in all 
aspects of club and individual activity. 
5. To actively assist and encourage the public to become 
flyfishers, and to adopt the club's  mission and philosophies. 
 
General Membership Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month (except August). These meetings 
are for social, entertainment and educational purposes. 
 
Educational Activities: The club offers classes and 
instruction in fly fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. 
The club has an extensive library of books and videos. The 
club sponsors an annual Spring Clinic to promote flyfishing. 

 
Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide 
expert information and instruction on how, when and where 
to fish. 
 
Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud 
history of encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing 
techniques) as a means of conserving and increasing fishing 
opportunities. The club is active in many of the important 
conservation issues of the day and in helping to fund local 
conservation projects. 
 
Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or 
over. Dues are $40 per household per year plus a one time 
($10 Initiation Fee) per member nametag. 
 
Affiliations: The club is an active member of the 
Washington State Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers 


