
  

Puget Sound Fly Fishers December 2017 

Happy Holidays to One and All! 
May next year’s fishing exceed 

your expectations! 

December Program   - Winter Steelheading on the OP w/John Hicks 

The Leader Line 
By Bob Jimerson 

 

As I sit down at the keyboard just before Thanksgiving to write this monthly blurb I am reminded just 
how lucky we are.  Lucky to have the ability to go out into some spectacular country and pursue fish 
with a fly.  Lucky to make acquaintances and friends that make the memories so wonderful and life 
richer. And lucky to have each other to learn from and share with.  Thanks to all in the Club that make 
this such a great group of people. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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With the year winding down you have just one month left to take advantage of the 2017 early mem-
bership renewal promotion.  Renew before the end of the year and get a discount off of next year’s 
dues.  Easy money in your pocket and the right thing to do. Good things are coming next year so don’t 
miss out. 
 
The short days of winter always seem well suited to reflection and planning.  I reflect back on the past 
year and am grateful for the trips made and the memories I brought home from each.  I am also con-
sumed with planning for next year.  I bought my first boat (a used wooden drift boat) a few months 
ago and am planning some freshening of the varnish and a few other projects over the next few 
months.  I am also a bit giddy at the thought of all of the opportunities that this new boat will open up 
in the years to come. 
 
Fly fishing is like that, I think that is why it is a lifelong pursuit for so many.  There is always the next 
trip to plan for, more flies to tie, one last cast to make, another door to open.  In that way it pulls us 
forward with a purpose and direction.  It also leaves us with memories and friendships that are price-
less. Trips to stunning locations and the excitement of putting it all together and being rewarded when 
a fish takes the fly and we get to connect very directly to it through our rod and line. I do not know of 
another activity that offers such a rich bounty of rewards and challenges in exchange for a little effort 
and persistence. 
 
So take time and really enjoy your friends and families over the holiday season to come.  As you do, 
tell them about your fishing experiences this year and then start thinking about the year to come and 
what you will do to have more great stories to share with them next year.  I hope to see you all at our 
meetings, outings, classes and events next year. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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PSFF NEWS 

Our Next Meeting  
Thursday, December 14th 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 

6323 6th Ave. 
Tacoma WA 98406 

December 2017 Program 

 

December’s program will feature John Hicks, 

owner of Sea Run Pursuits and Vice President of 

the Olympia chapter of Trout Unlimited along 

with his partner Paul Huston.  They will talk about 

Winter Steelheading on the Olympic Peninsula 

FFI EVENTS 

Regional FFI Events in 2017 

 
None published. 
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PSFF 2016 OFFICERS AND TRUSTED SERVANTS 

President: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
 
President-Elect: 
Greg Shimek  
253-588-7606 
gregs47@icloud.com 
 
 
Vice President: 
Curt Stoner 
253-203-5072  
Curt.stoner@comcast.net 

 
Secretary: 
Becci Curtis-Lillie 
253-355-2775 
beccicurtis@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer: 
Dennis Beardsley 
530-624-0929 
dsb615@sbcglobal.net 

 
Director, 1st year: 
J. Michelle Swope 
 
 
Director, 2nd year: 
Kristin Macy 
253-222-0715 
KHMacy@live.com 

 
Director, 3rd year: 
Thomas Lamphere  
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Past President: 
Paul Fournier 
206-972-2513 
pfournier@gmail.com 

 
Librarian: 
Kristin Macy 
253-222-0715 
KHMacy@live.com 

 
Raffle: 
Thomas Lamphere 
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Programs: 
Chic Sundahl 
253-381-5082  
chicster21@gmail.com 

 
Outdoor Activites: 
Joe Johnston  
253-857-9122  
steelheadak@gmail.com 

 
 
 - and - 
 

Larry Vaughn 
(253)219-9005 
larrytvaughn@live.com 
 
 
 
 

Education: 
Rueben Lamphere  
253-313-3062 
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 

 
Membership Chair: 
Greg Shimek  
253-588-7606 
gregs47@icloud.com 
 
Conservation: 
VACANT 
 
 
Legislation: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 
FFI Representative: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 
Web Site Editor: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter Editor: 
Dennis Ehlers 
dehlers408@gmail.com 

Puget Sound Flyfishers News 
Published monthly by: 
Puget Sound Flyfishers 
4202 76th Ave. Ct. NW 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

 
Dennis Ehlers, Editor 

dehlers408@gmail.com 
dehlers408@yahoo.com 

206-229-7808 

tel:253-203-5072
mailto:Curt.stoner@comcast.net
mailto:KHMacy@live.com
mailto:KHMacy@live.com
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HOT SCOOP 
Membership News 

 
Thanks to all of you who have already paid your 2018 dues 

early. To those who have not, you still have until the end of 

December to renew at the $40.00 amount. Beginning Janu-

ary first the fee increases to $45.00 so renew early and 

save some money. 

Greg Shimek , Membership Chairman 

 
 
 

 
 

PJ’s TIPS 

 
Tying Tip - Back a$$wards 

 
 

Here's a tip from Ron Eagle Elk that I picked up a few 
years ago at the FFF Tying Expo in Albany, OR.  If you 
have trouble with the end of the hackle feather pro-
truding into or over the hook eye after tying in that 
hackle try tying the hackle in at the start of the fly. Tie 
it in by the tip with the curve upward, tie the rest of 
your fly but stop the thread behind the hackle and 
when ready to do the hackle wind it back toward the 
bend and tie it off on the bend side of the hackle. 
With these small flies it is easy to whip finish over the 
hackle. That nasty end is now concealed behind the 
hackle and or buried in the thorax material and invisi-
ble. It works well for soft hackles also. 
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FLY FISHERS INTERNATION /  
WSCFF INTERNATIONAL  

 
Mike Clancy, FFi/WSCFFi Rep. 

 
The FFi/WSCFFi has asked each member Club to assign a 
member to represent the National and State Boards, to 
report information about our FFi organization.   
 
WHO WE ARE - Since 1964, Fly Fishers International (FFi) 
has been an organized voice for fly fishers around the 
world.  We represent all aspect of fly fishing – from the art 
of fly tying and casting, to protection of the natural systems 
that support healthy fisheries and their habitats’ so essen-
tial to our sport.  Today, our mission is to ensure the legacy 
of fly fishing for all fish in all waters continues by focusing 
on conservation, education and a sense of community. 
 
2017 IN REVIEW – We had another good year in 2017.  The 
FFi is growing everyday with new clubs and members.  To 
highlight some of the events, the Fly Fishing Fair in Living-
ston, MT. was very successful with good attendance of folks 
from all over the world.  The Youth Program was a huge 
success with 15 boys and girls attending.  The instructors 
were absolutely awesome.  Another highlight of the Fair, 
awards were presented to our very own Jim Maus as The 
Federator of The Year for 2017.  Jim is also National Treas-
urer for the FFi.  Also, Robert Gerlach of the PSFF was 
awarded The Federator of the Year for the WSCFFi.  Both 
awards well deserved.   

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A new “Learning Center” is being established with a new 
Board Member, Dutch Baughman, as the new Chair.  This 
program is in the early stages and I’m sure it will be a won-
derful program to benefit our Clubs. 
 
The FFi President, Len Zickler realized the FFi should estab-
lish an insurance program for the Affliated Clubs similar to 
the Charter Clubs.  This insurance program is tailored for 
our FF Clubs, protecting the Board and Club members, at a 
very affordable cost. 
 
There is a lot of good information on the FFi website – 
www.flyfishersinternational.org  Please consider becoming 
a member of The FFi.     
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Looking for help? 
  

Are you trying to learn a new technique? 
 
Looking for a fishing partner? 
 
Do you need help with anything having to do with Fly Fishing?  
 

Look no further!   
 
The Puget Sound Fly Fishers has a group of knowledgeable folks who want to 
share their skills and are looking for folks who need help with everything having 
to do with Fly Fishing.  If you are looking for someone to assist you we will make 
sure that a person with the specific skill you need help with gets in touch with 
you. 
  
Please contact anyone in the list below: 
 

Kristin Macy    253-222-0715  KHMacy@Live.Com 
Mike Koslosky   831-247-8655  MikeK1801@Gmail.Com 
Thomas Lamphere   253-298-6419  LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com 
Ruben Lamphere   253-313-3062  LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com 

tel:253-222-0715
mailto:KHMacy@Live.Com
tel:831-247-8655
mailto:MikeK1801@Gmail.Com
tel:253-298-6419
mailto:LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com
tel:253-313-3062
mailto:LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com
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NW YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY –  
 

It’s not too early to start thinking about a candidate for The Academy for 2018.  Any serious minded 
boy or girl 12-16 is eligible to attend the Academy.  They have to write an essay explaining why they 
would like to attend and they will need a letter of recommendation from their school science teacher 
or school counselor. 
 
This experience is an invaluable life event for the youth that they will carry through their future lives.  
No youth will be turned away because of the lack of funding.  The event is a youth education project 
of the WCTU and supported by the WSCFFi and members of PSFF, SSFF and Olympia TU.  So please 
give it some serious thought.   
 
Would your boys and girls, grandkids, friends or neighbors be a good candidate for The NW Youth 
Conservation and Fly Fishing Academy for 2018?  Enrollment for the 2018 Academy will be open on 
January 1, 2018. The week long Academy will be held June 24-30, 2018 at The Gwinwood Christian 
Center in Lacey, WA.  Please see our Facebook page for great pictures.   
 
Mike Clancy, Co-Director,  
(360)753-1259 
www.nwycffa.com or mtclancy39@comcast.net 
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Fly of The Month (flashback) 

Credit to FFF Website 

 

December 2002 Royal Christmas 
ROYAL CHRISTMAS 

 

FFF Webkeepers Note: As some of you may remember, 1 year ago this month, Bob Bates took on the task of being my Fly 
of the Month contributor. Bob keeps very busy maintaining the Washington Council website as well as other various pro-
jects and still manages to find time to tie, fish and ski, so volunteering to do this for us is a very generous deed. I just want-
ed to take a minute to thank Bob for the great work he does for the Federation and wish you all a Happy Holiday. 
 
 

By Bob Bates 
 
Julie Nielson designed this pattern for brook trout, but it also interests cutthroat, browns and the occasional 
rainbow or two or three, etc. Years ago it was expressed that if you want to catch brook trout, put red on your 
fly. Julie certainly did that, just look at the picture of the fly she tied at the 2002 FFF Show in Livingston, Mon-
tana. Everyone who has seen the fly said something along the lines of "It's a good looking fly; if I were a brookie 
I would bite it." 
 
Brook trout "squaretails" are native to eastern North America from Georgia to the Arctic Circle. However, with 
human help they are found throughout the United States, Canada, South America, Europe and probably the rest 
of the world. Sometimes the introductions were detrimental to the native species and even the brook trout 
themselves. They overpopulated waters and becoming stunted fish with big heads. Such fish are not much value 
for food as originally intended. But they have one redeeming social value, they are so hungry that they will hit 
anything. When you do find larger brookies they are a lot more fun to catch. 
 
Brookies energetically feed on insect hatches when they are available so always be on the lookout for rising fish. 
In streams cast the fly above rising fish and let it drift, drag free, into them. With the bright white post it is easy 
to follow and see when a fish takes it. In lakes or ponds cast near rising fish and let the fly stay still for a little 
while. If nothing happens, give the fly a twitch to attract their attention. If the brookies want a moving target 
strip the fly across the water, and let them slash, smash and splash across the pond after it. 
 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Materials List 
 

Hook: Tiemco TMC100 or equivalent, sizes 12 to 18 
Thread: Red, Griffith 6/0 
Tail: Brown, Hoffman Tailing Pack 
Wing/Post: White, Hi Vis from L & L Products or Para Post from Hairline Dubbing Co 
Body: Metallic green, Krystal Flash 
Hackle: Brown 
Thorax: Mahogany dubbing 

 
Tying Instructions 
 
If you want, smash down the barb before you start tying. 
 

1. Attach thread near front of hook, and wind it smoothly to bend. Spin bobbin and make a tight micro
-bump, two wraps, just past the bend. Wind thread forward of bend a little. 
 

2. To prepare the tail fibers, hold feather by the tip and stroke the fibers downward. This makes the 
barbs angle out from the shaft and evens tips of the barbs. Pull off a dozen or so fibers and attach 
them on top of the hook to make a shank length tail. Splay the barbs by winding the thread rear-
ward against the micro-bump. Trim butts and wind thread forward to the 2/3rds point on the shank. 
 

3. Since the post material will be doubled, select an amount that is one half of what you would nor-
mally use. If the strand of material is too thick for doubling just split it before tying it on. Lay a small 
amount of material parallel to shank and tie it in at the 2/3rds point with two thread wraps. Pull up 
both sides of the material and put two thread wraps in front of post and two in back. Wind thread 
neatly up and down the post to build a smooth base for the hackle. Wind thread back to just in 
front of tail. 
 

4. Attach three strands of metallic green Krystal Flash above the barb. Wind thread forward and leave 
it hanging at hook point. Wind two of the strands together, wrap them forward to thread and se-
cure. Bring third strand forward over the rear bump and secure. Wind thread forward over Krystal 
Flash to make red segment. Hold up Krystal Flash and wind thread forward toward post. Twist all 
three Krystal Flash strands together and wrap them forward to make the front green bump. Secure 
tightly. 
 

5. Wind thread forward to eye, form a head and then wind it back to thepost. 
 

6. Select a brown hackle with barbs about 1-1/2 gap widths long. Modern saddle hackle is best. Pre-
pare the feather by trimming barbs close to the shaft, leaving a little stubble. Lay the feather shiny 
side up on the near side of the post with the feather tip pointed toward the rear. Tie it in securely. 
Hold feather up along post and wrap thread smoothly up and down post securing the feather to the 
post. 
 

7. Put a little dubbing on the thread, make one or two wraps behind the post and the rest in front. 
After wrapping thorax, return thread to the post. Keep a thin layer of dubbing on thread to hide the 
color. 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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8. Wrap hackle clockwise around the post. Use more hackle wraps for wilder waters and fewer for 

calmer waters - (Western VS Eastern??? Maybe) Tie two dubbed thread half hitches against the 
post and over the hackle tip. Trim hackle tip and thread. The dubbed thread half hitches are hidden 
in the thorax. Trim post. 
 

 
This time of the year in northern parts of the U.S. any hatches are small chironomids, but just wait until next 
spring. If your part of the world has larger insects hatching to demand the attention of brook trout, tie a few 
Royal Christmas flies, and go fishing. 
 

Please Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire with any use of the pattern. 
You can direct any questions or comments to flyofthemonth@fedflyfishers.org 

(Continued from page 10) 
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     December 1 2 

3 4 5 6 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

14 
PSFF General 
Mtg 6:00 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

21 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

22 23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 5 PM 

24 / 31 25 
CHRISTMAS 

26 27 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00 ??? 

28 29 30 

 January 1, 
2018 

2 3 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

11 
PSFF General 
Mtg 6:00 

12 13 

14 15 16 17 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

18 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

19 20 

21 22 23 24 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  
Newsletter Dead-
line 5 PM 

25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

   

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

PSFF Calendar 

Check for Newsletter Article Deadline Date. 
Remember articles can always be submitted early. 
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HOW TO JOIN THE PSFF YAHOO GROUP. 

 
To receive and post to the PSFF Yahoo group you must first sign up as a member of Yahoo if you’re not already 
signed up. 
 
In your browser search for or go to Yahoo.com and look for the button asking if you want to join Yahoo. Click on the 
button and follow the instructions to join Yahoo. You will need an email address, a user name and a password. Re-
member these as periodically Yahoo will ask you to use them to resign in.  
 
Once you are a member of Yahoo look at the top of the Yahoo page and find the search box. Enter PSFF in the box 
and press the ‘Search’ button. There will be a number of results as PSFF is used by several entities. 
 
Scroll down though the list until you find Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Select the Puget Sound Fly Fishers and Yahoo 
will take you to the group site. You will notice a small box that asks you if you want to join the PSFF group. Select 
(yes.) 
 
Another page will open up seeking your sign in information for the PSFF group. This information is separate from 
the information you entered for Yahoo itself. There will be a box for you to enter a short message telling the modera-
tors why you want to join and basically who you are. Again you will be asked to select an email address where the 
PSFF group messages are sent. 
 
You will need to select whether you receive individual messages or a Daily Digest. I suggest a daily digest but you 
can change this selection at any time later. At the bottom of the page you will have to enter, repeat, a displayed 
code of mixed letters and numbers. When you have done this go down to the bottom right and select ‘Join’. You are 
done. 
 
All new members are on a moderated basis and unable to post until approved by a moderator to help prevent SPAM 
and malicious posting. One of the moderators will handle your status usually within 24 hours. 

Puget Sound Flyfishers 
 
Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history 
of involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's 
website is located at www.psff.org 
 
Aims and Purposes of the Club are: 
1. To improve and encourage the sport of flyfishing by social, 
educational and political means. 
2. To encourage flyfishing as a means of conservation and 
increasing fishing opportunity. 
3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement and quality 
of sport fishing. 
4. To promote both “Fellowship” and "Sportsmanship" in all 
aspects of club and individual activity. 
5. To actively assist and encourage the public to become 
flyfishers, and to adopt the club's  mission and philosophies. 
 
General Membership Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month (except August). These meetings 
are for social, entertainment and educational purposes. 
 
Educational Activities: The club offers classes and 
instruction in fly fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. 
The club has an extensive library of books and videos. The 
club sponsors an annual Spring Clinic to promote flyfishing. 

 
Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide 
expert information and instruction on how, when and where 
to fish. 
 
Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud 
history of encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing 
techniques) as a means of conserving and increasing fishing 
opportunities. The club is active in many of the important 
conservation issues of the day and in helping to fund local 
conservation projects. 
 
Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or 
over. Dues are $40 per household per year plus a one time 
($10 Initiation Fee) per member nametag. 
 
Affiliations: The club is an active member of the 
Washington State Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers 


