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Leader Line Mike Koslosky

Boy, this is getting old don’t you think?

Ah, Covid-19 and shelter in place orders. I don’t know about you but I’ve cleaned my garage so
thoroughly I might rent it out to perform brain surgeries. The rest of you have repainted every
room in your house, re-designed your landscaping, replaced the shingles on your cabin,
rewired your house, built 57 leaders of every length and tippet size, tied more flies than you will
ever use, and eaten yourself into oblivion plus started wine thirty at around noon. And that’s
just the light stuff!

Thankfully fly fishing is in and of itself a social distancing activity. You all know if another fly
caster is within 20 feet of you you’re being crowded. Masks on the river, yeah, right. Social
distancing on a lake in your pontoon boat - gimme a break! Thankfully we enjoy a sport that
keeps us separated so I hope you are all participating if for no other reason than to preserve the
sanity of your marital/familial relationships after spending waaaaay too much time too close
with little relief from said people (your spouses and family are glad to see you go fishing, believe
me).

If you remember my column from last month I was grousing about the lack of participation from
members in club activities. I do have a bad habit of having expectations of people, sorry.
However, South Sound Fly Fishers President and PSFF member Gene Rivers called me and
shared a PhD dissertation about the life span of volunteer organizations and it gave me some
relief. It seems that I, and perhaps some of you, have underestimated the impact social media
has had on our organization. We all know that 20% of the members do 80% of the work, that’s
a statistical standard. But, what I underestimated was the impact the internet has on our fly
fishing community. There is virtually nothing, nothing you can’t learn by Googling or searching
YouTube regarding fly fishing, casting, fly tying, bone fishing in the Caribbean, snook fishing in
Louisiana, reel specifications, wader reviews, leader formulas - the list is endless.

Continued.........



Who the hell needs a club of retirees to learn the secrets of fly fishing? I remember a few years
back I attended a fly fishing Film Festival organized by Blake of the Gig Harbor Fly Shop. It was a
sold out venue at the Blue Mouse Theater in the tony real estate of the Proctor District in Tacoma.
It was a full house and I didn’t recognize a single soul! It was apparent to me these fly fishing guys
and gals had no need for a “club” to connect and get information. The internet was their club.

But we still have each other to jaw with, laugh at, fool each other, share a crappy meal, and hope
to meet again in 30 days. Hell, let’s keep doing it. See you in September come hell or high water.
Go fish.

Wanting to Connect With Fishing Buddies

While Still Safely Social Distancing?
I thought this would be a good time to remind club members about the new discussion forum we
have added to the Club’s website and to introduce it to those that have not visited it yet.

Short version of the long story: There is now a private discussion forum on the Puget Sound
Flyfishers website. The forum is only available to current club members. The forum can be
accessed by clicking on the “Members Only” tab on the menu at the top of the home page. Then
click on the link to the forum and <BOOM> you’re an insider!

The first time you click on the “Members Only” tab you will be prompted to sign up. You will
need to provide an e-mail address and create a password. When you do this it will generate an
approval request. If the e-mail address you provide is the same as the one the club has in its
records for current members, you will be approved. It may take a day or two, but you will be
approved.

So there is the what, but what about the why? Well, the forum provides us with a unique
resource to allow us to communicate with each other between meetings. And you may have
noticed the time between meetings has grown a bit longer than it used to be. It is a private
forum so we do not have to be as careful about discussing when’s, where’s, and which flies as
we would on the open internet.

It is also a tool to allow Club officers and the Board to communicate directly with the
membership, and us with them.

So please hop on the forum and say “Howdy” if you already have a log-in. Request access if you
have not yet, and let’s talk about some fishing, some fly tying, some fly casting, some gear,
some fishing lunches, or anything else that needs some talking about (except the usual
controversial and personal stuff).

I hope to see everyone on the forum soon. In the meantime, stay safe and be smart.

Bob Jimerson



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Mike Clancy, FFI Representative

The Academy – As many of you know, Jim and I thought it was important to cancel the event for
2020. There were way too many negative events that could cause some serious problems. I hope
we can continue in 2021, but I fear what it’s going to be like then. I don’t think this virus is going to
go away soon. Wash your hands, I do., and I do wear my mask.

WSCFFI – Our fly fishing event at Luther Burbank Park on Mercer Island was sadly cancelled.

FLY FISHERS INTERNATIONAL (FFI) – Along with all our other organizations, our leaders, Tom
Logan and Patrick Berry agreed to cancel all the national attended events for 2020. However:
through their leadership, the FFI has created an educational zoom program on the FFI website. Fly
tying, casting, conservation, and many more programs. If you go to the FFI website
(flyfishersinternational.org), you can learn what the current zoom programs are, and you can also
learn about the past zoom events. One of the events I’m impressed with – The” Pebble Mine” zoom
program.

PSFF and SSFF (my clubs) and most fly fishing clubs have cancelled their meeting events. But,
with ZOOM, there’s a possibility we’ll experience internet communications with our meeting. One
thing we all have to think about, support our Presidents, Mike Koslosky of PSFF and Gene Rivers of
SSFF, and all our other club leaders, that we support them in keeping our clubs together. Once
you learn how to use zoom, it’s no problem. A couple weeks ago, my family had a zoom event with
family back East, CA. and WA., it was fun.

Now there’s another “ DAM” issue – There is an issue with the proposed flood control dam on the
Chehalis River in the area of Pe Ell, WA., west of Chehalis/Centralia. Estimated cost for this dam is
$624 million with a potential cost of $1 billion! The dam is a weather controlled dam and it may
never be utilized after it’s built. There was a serious flooding event in 2007 and 2009 that closed
I-5 for five days and did serious surrounding property damage. The damage to the fish recovery is
a huge concern of many organizations since the recovery is down almost 80% over the past 100
years. There are many links on the internet if you go to “Chehalis Dam” to learn more about the
dam. There are not many organizations really in favor of the dam. Please take time to learn about
this event and express your thinking about this. If anyone wants to express positive remarks about
this subject. Please respond.

Short list of organizations not in favor of the dam – Sierra Club, Twin Harbors Waterkeeper, Radio
FM -KNTX, Northwest Treaty Tribes, Chehalis Tribe, NW Indian Fisheries Commission, Quinault
Indian Nation, American Rivers and many others.

P.S. – I subscribe to the USA Today. Front page article “Flood risks across USA worse than many
think” in Monday, June 29th issue.



PSFF Library
Well July is here and still nothing has changed since the previous month. Stay safe and keep
your distance.

If you have some suggestions for the library please send me an email KHMacy@live.com – I’m
happy to look at something new to add.

Missing and Lost books

Take this time at home to peruse your personal library and make sure that none of the pesky
missing book had infiltrated and take residence. If you find something, there will be no questions
asked – Just return to the Catch and release basket on the library table when we gather next.
Our books have a stamp or hand written “Property of the Puget Sound FlyFishers” inside the
front cover.

Library Organization

I have been working with the library now for a about 2 ½ years. Most everyone has stopped by
and checked out the books but I wanted to take a moment and let you know how I have
everything organized so that you might find that special book that you want to check out a little
bit quicker.

Books are setup in the following categories:

• General Fly Fishing
• Fly Tying
• Destinations
• Novels
• Rod building
• Conservation
• Women’s Fly Fishing
• Reference
• Float Tube / Drift Boat / Kayak
• Knots
• Casting

Videos are setup with the following categories:

• Fly Fishing
• Fly Tying
• Destinations
• Movies
• Conservation
• Knots
• Casting



Please stop by and have a look around – I’m happy to help you find what you are look for.
Effective Immediately

All books that have been checked out since January 2019 and in the future are to be returned
within two months or replaced if you are unable to locate them.

Checkout requirements:

• Current Membership

• Up to 3 items at a time

• For 2 months at a time

• Write Month/Year on checkout card

Upcoming Fly Fishing and Fly-Tying Shows

Postponed - due to concerns regarding COVID-19 July 21-25 2020, FFI Fly
Fishing Expo, MSU Strand Union Building, Bozeman, MT https://
flyfishersinternational.org/Events/Fly-Fishing-Expo
TBA - Pacific Northwest Fly Tyers Rendezvous 9 A.M. to 4 P.M. at the Jackson
Armory, Portland, Oregon.

Membership
July Anniversaries

J.T. Pikul 1
Allen Poobus 3
Bob Young 2



FLY PATTERN OF THE MONTH

How often does a fly come with a money back guarantee? Here is the famous
Chappie, created in 1949 compliments of a 93 year old local fly fisherman who
recently went to the big river in the sky.



Outings
by Jim Bakerbake5636@wavecable.com

June and July can be great months to fish. I admit to being partial to still water lakes and
this June we had club outings on local lakes and ponds. This June seven PSFF members
visited the ponds at Trophy Lake Golf. The Montana leech/flash bugger was a very effective
pattern for feisty 12-15” fish. The club also visited Cady lake which was a wet day and slow
fishing. Also in June a couple of us visited Leech lake at top of White Pass. It proved to be a
great place to catch 1 lb brookies and 2 lb rainbows. Feedback from experienced Leech
lake fishers say July can be a great month at this lake. On my next trip I’m hoping for dry fly
action with either a damsel, mayfly, caddis or ant pattern. Note the club outing date for
Leech lake in July.

As always keep checking the PSFF Members Only “Forum” for general info and outing
details.
If interested in an outing and planning to attend please reply with a text to me, 253
394.1522, or a reply at the club Forum (Outings & Fishing Trips).

July Outings

Corbett Lake Lodge, Merritt BC 2020 trip, 6/30-7/5, rescheduled to 2021.

Leech Lake at White Pass, Wednesday, 7/08, AM
The gate to boat launch is now open but campground is still closed as of this writing.
If interested and planning to attend please contact me. We can discuss timing, optional
carpool and fishing strategies.

Ohop lake, Tuesday, 7/14, 07:00 am.
It has been many years since I fished this lake. Hopefully an early start will help to avoid
motor craft. I’ve seen big crappies and rainbows caught in this lake. Any current feedback
to the
Forum would be greatly appreciated.

August Outings

Sorry to report the yearly club outings to either Toledo (John Clark) or
Packwood (Barb Przasnyski) are cancelled this year due to safety concerns.

I hope you still enjoy your favorite beach, river or lake with friends and family.



PJ's Tying Tips

My crystal flash, flash-a-boo, etc. used to drive me nuts. It was difficult to get out of the
package and even more difficult to get back in. If I left it out of the package it tangled
and became generally unruly. The solution to this problem is so simple even a fly tier
can do it! First, remove the material from the package. The material is generally held in a
bundle with a cable tie. Take the pointed end of the tie and poke it through the closed
end of the zip-lock package. You now have a convenient 'handle' to grasp. Next cut one
of the corners of the package off on the diagonal. The opening only needs to be about
1/4" on a side. It is easy to use your scissors tips or bodkin to pull out the required
number of strands and clip them off.

Flash in a flash!

September - November Outings

September
• TBD - Local rivers
• TBD - Park lake, Dry Falls lake, Rocky Ford Creek

October
• TBD - Lenice lake and Yakima river

November
• TBD - Spencer lake
• TBD – Kitsap lake



Conservation

As the weather improves and more fishing opportunities open up , more and more of us are
getting out on the water. With that being the case, I have been hearing from many Coastal
Cutthroat fishermen that they are experiencing very poor fishing. This seems to be throughout
the Sound with a few exceptions. There may be a number of factors involved , some of which
we have no control over, like low flows in spawning streams, increased evidence of a decline in
spawning of adult fish, the fact that Coastal Cutthroat travel further distances from their home
beaches during June and July , increasing number of predators and diminishing Chum Salmon
returns which provide nutrients for juvenile trout in streams.

As this is the Conservation article , here is the conservation bit. Here are a few things that we
as anglers do, or don't do, that can have an impact on fish survival in general but for Coastal
Cutthroat in particular. Always carry a net and use it. If you can unhook the fish while still in the
water , even better. Never drag a fish onto the beach. The same goes for fishing out of a boat.
A fish dropped onto the floor of a boat is not going to do as well as one released from a net.
Always use large enough tippet (2x,3x) that allows you to land the fish as soon as possible . For
the most part Cutthroat are not leader shy in the saltwater. Landing fish quickly prevents lactic
acid from building up in the fish which can kill them outright and at the very least weaken them
to the point that they are more prone to predation from marine mammals and birds of prey.
With increased fishing pressure on Coastal Cutthroat hooking mortality is something we all
need to be aware of. Please handle these special fish with care. Let's all do our part and hope
Mother Nature will be allowed to do hers.

With the opportunities to fish more , the Shimek Bakery is slowing down. Not enough time for
exotic chocolate desserts. However this time of year , you just have to utilize our wonderful
local berry crops . I have managed to take away just enough time from fishing to do just that.
Stay safe and go fish.

Greg Shimek



Club Officers and Servants
President:Mike Koslosky, 831-247-8655, mikek1801@gmail.com

President Elect: Vacant

Vice President: Vacant

Past President: Curt Stoner, 253-203-5072, Curt.stoner@comcast.net

Secretary: Becci Curtis-Lillie, 253-355-2775, beccicurtis@yahoo.com

Treasurer: Dennis Beardsley, 530-624-0929, dsb615@sbcglobal.net

Director, 1st year: Kristin Macy, 253-222-0715, KHMacy@live.com

Director, 2nd year: Tess Frazier, 360-265-6833, tessfrazier@wavecable.com

Director, 3rd year: Chic Sundahl, 253-381-5082, chicster21@gmail.com

Membership Chair: Tess Frazier, 360-265-6833, tessfrazier@wavecable.com

Librarian: Kristin Macy, 253-222-0715, KHMacy@live.com

Raffles: Doug Post, dougpostthedrummer@gmail.com

Programs: Chic Sundahl, 253-381-5082, chicster21@gmail.com

Outdoor Activities: Jim Baker, 253-394-1522, bake5636@wavecable.com

Web Site Editor: Bob Jimerson, 253-682-7768, bobjimerson@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor:Mark Malone, 206-919-3256, mark2flyfish@yahoo.com

Legislation:Mike Clancy, 360-753-1259, Mtclancy39@comcast.net

FFI Representative:Mike Clancy, 360-753-1259, Mtclancy39@comcast.net

Education: Steve Saville, 253-927-4401, stevesaville@comcast.net

Conservation: Greg Shimek, 253-588-7606, gregs47@icloud.com



																													Puget	Sound	Fly	Fishers	

		

Club	was	founded	in	1956	and	has	a	long	and	proud	history	of	involvement,	
action,	camaraderie,	and	fun.	The	club's	website	is	located	at	www.psff.org		

Aims	and	Purposes	of	the	Club	are:		

1.	To	improve	and	encourage	the	sport	of	fly	fishing	by	social,	educational	and	
political	means.		2.	To	encourage	fly	fishing	as	a	means	of	conservation	and	
increasing	fishing	opportunity.		

3.	To	encourage	the	conservation,	enhancement	and	quality	of	sport	fishing.		

4.	To	promote	“Fellowship”	and	"Sportsmanship"	in	all	aspects	of	club	and	
individual	activity.		

5.	To	actively	assist	and	encourage	the	public	to	become	fly	fishers,	and	to	
adopt	the	club's	mission	and	philosophies.		

General	Membership	Meetings	are	held	on	the	second	Thursday	of	each	month	
(except	August).	These	meetings	are	for	social,	entertainment	and	educational	
purposes.		

Educational	Activities:	The	club	offers	classes	and	instruction	in	fly	fishing,	fly-
tying,	fly-casting	and	rod	building.	The	club	has	an	extensive	library	of	books	
and	videos.		

Outings:	The	club	organizes	monthly	outings	to	various	lakes,	rivers,	and	
estuaries.	Experienced	gillies	provide	expert	information	and	instruction	on	
how,	when	and	where	to	fish.		

Conservation	Activities:	The	club	has	a	long	and	proud	history	of	encouraging	
fly	fishing	(and	other	selective	fishing	techniques)	as	a	means	of	conserving	
and	increasing	fishing	opportunities.	The	club	is	active	in	many	of	the	
important	conservation	issues	of	the	day	and	in	helping	to	fund	local	
conservation	projects.		

Membership	/	Dues:	Membership	is	open	to	anyone	18	or	over.	Dues	are	$45	
per	household	per	year	plus	a	one	time	($15	Initiation	Fee)	per	member	
nametag.		

Affiliations:	The	club	is	an	active	member	of	the	Washington	State	Council	of	
the	Federation	of	Fly	Fishers.		


