
  

Puget Sound Fly Fishers November 2017 

Turkey Day is coming up! 
Are you ready? 

November Program   - Lake Chelan & Surrounding Fishing Locations  

The Leader Line 
By Bob Jimerson 

 

November is here and there is no denying that the seasons are changing.  The sun is sleeping in later 
and later in the morning and going to bed a little earlier each evening.  But late next month that annu-
al cycle will reverse and we’ll be enjoying spring days before we know it. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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This year we are running another early membership renewal promotion.  Last year we entered every-
one that renewed before the end of the year into a drawing for a chance at a $100 cash.  This year, we 
are making every member that renews for 2018 by the end of the year a winner.  All renewals before 
the end of the year will get a $5 discount off of the 2018 membership fee.  That locks you into the cur-
rent $40/yr rate for another year.  At $3.33/month, I cannot think of a better value in the fly fishing 
world. The last fly line I bought cost more than twice an annual membership in the Puget Sound Fly-
fishers. 
 
For new members and those that do not renew by the end of the year dues will be increasing to $45/
yr. As we learned earlier this year, when we faced an unexpected increase in our insurance cost, our 
dues have not been keeping up with increasing costs over the years.  In fact, no one on the Board has a 
memory of the last time PSFF had a dues increase.   
 
This modest dues increase will allow us some breathing room in our budgeting process that is about to 
get underway for 2018.  We are always looking for ways to bring better value to your membership in 
the club.   
 
There are a bunch of good things happening in the club these days.  Please take advantage of them 
and be a part of what makes the Club a special place.  Thanks to everyone that participates and volun-
teers.  It is the membership that makes this place such a special one. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 
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PSFF NEWS 

Our Next Meeting  
Thursday, November 9th 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 
Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 

6323 6th Ave. 
Tacoma WA 98406 

  November 2017 Program 
 
Lake Chelan and Surrounding Fishing Locations  
with long time member Gene Jackson 
 
An overview of research and the results of Spring, 
Summer, and Fall trips to fish in Lake Chelan and other 
bodies of water in that area.  Gene will explain his de-
cision to target “warm water” fish, and why they had 
to change locations numerous times to get away from 
Trout and other fish.  In addition to the type of fish 
targeted, he will go over how they chose when and 
where to fish, what the results were of each trip, and 
what he would do differently if the future.  This 
presentation will also breakdown the pros and cons of 
each season.  
 
As part of the presentation Gene will review various 
lake details including ramp qualities, available parking, 
and lake depths. He will also cover locations that 
worked for them on the various bodies they fished 

and what flies, crank baits, plastics, and the specific 
rigging that worked best for them.  And finally he will 
share lessons learned, including best times of day to 
fish, frustrations with locals, and great eating and 
drinking locations. 
 
His goal for this presentation is to provide members 
enough information to organize their own trip to fish 
the Lake Chelan area.  The quality fishing, great 
weather, and relatively close proximity make a trip to 
this area a “must do in 2018”! 

FFI EVENTS 

Regional FFI Events in 2017 

 
None published. 
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PSFF 2016 OFFICERS AND TRUSTED SERVANTS 

President: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
 
President-Elect: 
Greg Shimek  
253-588-7606 
gregs47@icloud.com 
 
 
Vice President: 
Curt Stoner 
253-203-5072  
Curt.stoner@comcast.net 

 
Secretary: 
Becci Curtis-Lillie 
253-355-2775 
beccicurtis@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer: 
Dennis Beardsley 
530-624-0929 
dsb615@sbcglobal.net 

 
Director, 1st year: 
J. Michelle Swope 
 
 
Director, 2nd year: 
Kristin Macy 
253-222-0715 
KHMacy@live.com 

 
Director, 3rd year: 
Thomas Lamphere  
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Past President: 
Paul Fournier 
206-972-2513 
pfournier@gmail.com 

 
Librarian: 
Kristin Macy 
253-222-0715 
KHMacy@live.com 

 
Raffle: 
Thomas Lamphere 
253-298-6419  
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 
Programs: 
Chic Sundahl 
253-381-5082  
chicster21@gmail.com 

 
Outdoor Activites: 
Joe Johnston  
253-857-9122  
steelheadak@gmail.com 

 
 
 - and - 
 

Larry Vaughn 
(253)219-9005 
larrytvaughn@live.com 
 
 
 
 

Education: 
Rueben Lamphere  
253-313-3062 
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 

 

 
Membership Chair: 
Greg Shimek  
253-588-7606 
gregs47@icloud.com 
 
Conservation: 
VACANT 
 
 
Legislation: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 
FFI Representative: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 

 
Web Site Editor: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 

 
Newsletter Editor: 
Dennis Ehlers 
dehlers408@gmail.com 

Puget Sound Flyfishers News 
Published monthly by: 
Puget Sound Flyfishers 
4202 76th Ave. Ct. NW 
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 

 
Dennis Ehlers, Editor 

dehlers408@gmail.com 
dehlers408@yahoo.com 

206-229-7808 

tel:253-203-5072
mailto:Curt.stoner@comcast.net
mailto:KHMacy@live.com
mailto:KHMacy@live.com


5 

Raffle News 
By Thomas Lamphere 

 

Item #1. This month we a few fall fly boxes. First 

we have a box of steelhead flies from Jay at 

Amazing flies. He is donating 6 Steelhead Titanics 

with all the directions on how to make them.  

 

 

Item #2. This box is a selection of chum salmon 

flies. It is getting to that time so why not put a 

box out there.    

Item #3. This item is another fly box of October 

caddis flies for trout.  

Items #4 and 5 are yet to be found and will be 
added at the table. So make sure to some over 
and check the table.  
 

Also we are running quick fire boards with fly 

rods. The only way to win is to come out and be 

at the meeting and buy a spot. Only $5 a stop.  
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HOT SCOOP 
Classifieds 

New Custom Built 9ft 4pc 8wgt Sage Accel:   Selling at 
Wholesale / $250.00!!! 

 
The Sage Accel is a medium action fly rod. The Sage 
Accel blank is a 5th generation technology fly rod.  The 
Accel filled Sage’s need for a replacement of the very 
popular Z-Axis.  It’s also green, like the Z-Axis.  
 
This rod was designed for saltwater and fresh water 
fishing.  The material used in constructing this fly rod: 
 

 The reel Seat is anodized aluminum reel 
seat and green graphite insert with a dou-
ble locking nut design. It solves the prob-
lem with use in saltwater or fresh 
 

 Snake Brand Guides, are precision formed 
snake guide featuring a concave radius on 
the bottom of the foot — an industry 
first. This breakthrough design results in 
guides that are self-orienting and self-
aligning. These guides are constructed of 
high quality stainless steel. Improved 
casting because there are no pinch points 
like normal fly guides. 
 

 The handle is premium cork with a 
fighting but.  It is nice to have when 
fighting but when landing a Puget Sound 
Salmon or Steelhead. 
 

 Quality Sage Case. 

Contact Mike Trask: 
Seattletrask@gmail.com or 253-222-7452 

 

PJ’s TIPS 

 
Tying Tip -  

 
Bad hair day?  

 
Elk hair Caddis, muddlers, grasshopper patterns, and 
many many more use deer, elk, caribou, calf, squirrel, 
and other hair in their creation. How many times have 
you thought you tied the hair down securely only to 
find it slips out with the slightest tug? Next time you 
tie these hair flies try a little head cement on the butt 
ends before you cinch down on the hair and before 
you trim those ends. When it dries it will make those 
fibers one solid mass and they won’t slide out. Some 
of the newer synthetic fiber materials are especially 
prone to this slippage and will benefit from a little 
anchoring cement. 
 
 
 
 

 Membership News 

 

I would like to thank all of you that have already re-
newed you PSFF membership dues for 2018. We have 
had approximately one quarter of our members al-
ready renew and that is ahead of last year at this 
time. As you know if you pay your 2018 dues before 
January you will save $5.00 . The new rate of $45.00 
goes into effect January first but if you pay before the 
end of the year, you only pay $40.00. That $5.00 will 
buy you a few flies for those that don’t tie your own. 
Thanks again and let’s keep those dues rolling in. 
 
Greg Shimek  

mailto:Seattletrask@gmail.com
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Looking for help? 
  

Are you trying to learn a new technique? 
 
Looking for a fishing partner? 
 
Do you need help with anything having to do with Fly Fishing?  
 

Look no further!   
 
The Puget Sound Fly Fishers has a group of knowledgeable folks who want to 
share their skills and are looking for folks who need help with everything having 
to do with Fly Fishing.  If you are looking for someone to assist you we will make 
sure that a person with the specific skill you need help with gets in touch with 
you. 
  
Please contact anyone in the list below: 
 

Kristin Macy    253-222-0715  KHMacy@Live.Com 
Mike Koslosky   831-247-8655  MikeK1801@Gmail.Com 
Thomas Lamphere   253-298-6419  LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com 
Ruben Lamphere   253-313-3062  LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com 

tel:253-222-0715
mailto:KHMacy@Live.Com
tel:831-247-8655
mailto:MikeK1801@Gmail.Com
tel:253-298-6419
mailto:LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com
tel:253-313-3062
mailto:LamphereFlyFishing@Gmail.Com
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Fly Fishing Academy News 
 

2018 NORTHWEST YOUTH CONSERVATION AND FLY FISHING ACADEMY 
 
It is not too early to start thinking about the 2018 Academy. Again we are preparing for another Youth Conser-
vation and Fly Fishing Academy to be held June 24-30, 2018 at Gwinwood Community Center on Hicks Lake in 
Lacey, WA.  The Staff will be contacting dedicated volunteers to contribute their time for the success of the 
Academy - for the kids.  This Academy is all about the girls and boys, 12-16 years old, to teach them the basics 
of fly fishing and conservation.  The event is one full week with some staff and all youth living in clean, warm 
cabins at the Gwinwood Center.  All meals are provided.  Students need to bring their personal belongings, i.e., 
sleeping bags, pillows, rubber boots, etc.  All fishing gear and fly tying equipment is provided, however, stu-
dents may bring their own fishing gear. 
 
The event is supported by WCTU and WSCIFFF, and members of TU and fly fishing clubs of Washington. 
 
The cost to each student is only $300 for the week, sponsorships are available through TU Chapters, FFi fly clubs 
and private donations.  No applicant will be turned away because of lack of funding.   
 
Applications will be accepted starting January 1, 2018 until April 15, 2018.  Applications may be downloaded 
from our website – www.nwycffa.com ,  via email to mtclancy39@comcast.net  or call 253-278-0061. Each ap-
plicant must submit an essay explaining why THEY want to attend The Academy.  A letter of recommendation is 
required from a school teacher or counselor. We have a Facebook page listed under our name for viewing pic-
tures from previous events.   
 
We are very proud of The Academy; this has been a life changing experience for many of our youth. 
 
 

 THE YOUTH OF TODAY ARE THE GUARDIANS OF THE FUTURE FOR OUR SPORT OF FLYFISHING       

http://www.nwycffa.com
mailto:mtclancy39@comcast.net
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Dry Flies, Streamers and more 
 

By Bob Triggs 
www.searuns.com 

 
 

Sea-run coastal cutthroat trout are willing game this autumn. 
 
 

 
    It's the last week of October as I write this. And we have been having so much good weather and 
fine fishing conditions this last week that it is hard to imagine that November is already here. After a 
few raunchy days, with high winds and lots of warm rain, on and off for a week, the past week has 
been fabulous. The rivers went from being dangerously low, to high and dirty, virtually overnight. And 
in less than a week the flows are back to normal for this time of year. A few rivers were closed briefly, 
to protect coho on the spawning run. But they left the trout and summer steelhead fishing open. Right 
now the dry fly fishing on the west-end Olympic Peninsula rivers should be just about perfect. Fishing 
these rivers when the flows are dropping is a good bet. The long range forecast shows more rain com-
ing in the first week of November, which is no surprise. what is surprising is how moderate the tem-
peratures have been over the last few weeks. So there's still time to get on the water with some Octo-
ber Caddis flies, and have a go at it on the surface. These little interludes of good conditions are what 
we pray for.  

 
 
 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Steelhead and cutthroat trout heaven. 
 
   We are still enjoying a nice bubble of  dry, mild air and gentle breezes, here on the east end of the 
Peninsula. The sea-run cutthroat trout fishing has been sublime- 60 degree days, with very light winds 
and almost no waves- it is almost unheard of this time of year. But what a lovely way to mosey 
through the early autumn season on the beaches. We have been catching some really nice cutthroat 
from the dory. When we aren't sleeping off a good lunch.  I see people fishing from some of the local 
piers, jigging for squid at night. So now is a good time to be trying squid fly patterns for sea-runs. They 
work year-round here too. Jefferey Delia's Cone-Head Squid  fly is very effective.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 13) 
 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Another rough afternoon in the dory. 
   

   I don't expect this miraculous weather to continue for very long. And we all know what can happen 
in November, with those big Pacific storms pushing all of that moisture into our coastline. So let's 
make the most of this lucky respite from the darkness and cold.  I'm still tying saltchuck cutthroat flies. 
  
   Happy Thanksgiving! 

(Continued from page 14) 



16 

Fly of The Month (flashback) 

Credit to FFF Website 

November 2002 
H & L VARIANT 

(a.k.a. House and Lot) 

By Bob Bates 
 

In 1991 my son Hilary and I were fishing Millionaire's pool on the Henry's Fork of the Snake River, near 
Last Chance, Idaho with his friend, Lorie Ann Murphy. He knew her in Seattle before she became a well
-known guide. She told us that President Eisenhower used the H & L Variant when he fished Million-
aire's Pool as a guest of the Harriman family. Many people and several books also tell us that the H & L 
Variant was President Eisenhower's favorite fly. It is so easy to see that it should be everybody's favor-
ite. 
 
 
My references back to 1960 talk about the H & L Variant or House and Lot, but the tying instructions 
were a little confusing. One book had a picture of it, and the hackles were extremely long - three to 
four times the gap width - which does fit one definition of variant. Most tiers and other references said 
that it should have normal size hackle. Certainly Ed Thomas from Montana who tied it at the 1993 FFF 
Show and Lory Watkins from Washington who tied the pictured fly at the 2002 FFF Show use a normal 
hackle length. 
 
 
Fish it in a stream is like any dry fly using a floating line and drag free float. At one time I thought that 
"drag free float" was just something magazine writers made up to fill space. However in the 50's, Yel-
lowstone National Park browns and rainbows convinced me that it is important. 
 
 
For a real thrill on stillwater, cast it in the path of a big chain feeding fish and watch the fly disappear. 
The trick is to judge where that fish will come up next. 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Materials: 
 

Hook: Mustad 94840 or Tiemco TMC 100, 100BL or 900BL, 10-18 
Thread: White 3/0 and Black 6/0 
Tail: White calf body or calf tail hair 
Body: Rear half stripped peacock quill, front half peacock herl 
Wing: White calf body or calf tail hair, upright and divided 
Hackle: Furnace 

 
Tying Steps: 
 

1. I always smash the barb first. Start the thread at mid-shank and make a thread base rearward. Lory 
starts with white thread, and Ed uses black from start to finish. 
 
2. Cut a bundle of calf body hair or straight calf tail a little bigger in diameter than the hook's eye. Clean 
out the fuzz and short hair and stack it. Tie on a shank length tail, trim butts and wind a thread base for-
ward to near the eye before bringing it back to the 1/3rd point. 
 
3. Cut another bundle of calf hair about twice the size of the first. Clean out fuzz and short hair and 
stack it. Tie in bundle with tips forward one shank length. Hold the hair toward you (assuming that you 
wind away from you over top of hook) to it on top of the shank. Trim butts to match butts from tail, ta-
per the body a little and make a smooth thread base for the body. 
 
4. In tying flies to catch fish there is usually more than one way to accomplish the task. Ed and Lory tie 
the wings differently. Try both ways and see which you like. 
 
5. Ed's method: Divide hair and use a figure eight to put wings into almost a spinner position. Post each 
wing by winding up the wing bundle and then down again. If the thread slips off the wing, then use a 
little less thread tension, more calf hair or both. Do a figure eight on top of wings and drop the bobbin. 
Now just pull up wings to position them instead of pulling the thread. Put one or two thread wraps be-
hind the wings. 
 
Lory's method: Pull up tips and wind thread in front of wings to stand them up. Divide hair and wind 
thread in a figure eight to keep hair divided. Post each wing. Put a drop of cement on the base of each 
wing and body. At this point Lory ties off the white thread and attaches the 6/0 black thread. 
 
6. Strip about 2 inches of the fuzz off the butt part of a peacock herl using your thumb and first finger. If 
you have never used this method of stripping herls, you will probably break a few before you get the 
pressure right. (I find that a newly trimmed thumb nail helps.) Attach the quill under the shank and pull 
down on quill as you wind thread rearward to the bend. Return thread to mid-shank. Wrap the stripped 
quill forward. If the quill splits or breaks as it is wrapped, soak it in water first. 
 
7. With a little practice the quill will run out and the herl start at the point 3/4ths back along the shank 
from the eye. If there is a little too much stripped quill, wrap a little forward of the 3/4th point and then 
back to the 3/4th point so the herl starts there. Then wrap the peacock herl forward to the mid-point, 
secure and trim. (If all else fails, wrap on the quill and tie it off. Then tie on herl and wrap it forward to 

(Continued from page 16) 
 

(Continued on page 18) 
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the mid-point.) Some recipes call for counter wrapping the quill and herl with fine gold wire.  
 
8. Tie on a hackle and secure shaft under hook to in front of wing or put shaft between the wings and tie 
down. Pull hackle forward before starting to wrap. Put three wraps behind wings and three in front. 
Stop wrapping on top of hook and secure. If you clip off a few fibers on top when trimming it is OK. 
 
9. Finish the head and put on a little cement. 
 

I cannot guarantee that this tie is identical to the pattern that President Eisenhower used, but even without that 
information there are many expert fly casters who use the H & L Variant. It is a great dry fly. 
 

Please Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire with any use of the pattern. 
You can direct any questions or comments to flyofthemonth@fedflyfishers.org 

(Continued from page 17) 
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   November 1 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

9 
PSFF General 
Mtg 6:00 

10 11 

12 13 14 15 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

16 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 
PSFC Fly Tying  
6:00 ??? 
Newsletter Dead-
line 5 PM 

23 
THANKSGIVING 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

30   

     December 1 2 

3 4 5 6 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00  

14 
PSFF General 
Mtg 6:00 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing  6:00 

21 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

22 23 
Newsletter 
Deadline 5 PM 

24 / 31 25 
CHRISTMAS 

26 27 
Seven Seas Fly 
Tying 6:00 ??? 

28 29 30 

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

PSFF Calendar 

Check for Newsletter Article Deadline Date. 
Remember articles can always be submitted early. 
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HOW TO JOIN THE PSFF YAHOO GROUP. 

 
To receive and post to the PSFF Yahoo group you must first sign up as a member of Yahoo if you’re not already 
signed up. 
 
In your browser search for or go to Yahoo.com and look for the button asking if you want to join Yahoo. Click on the 
button and follow the instructions to join Yahoo. You will need an email address, a user name and a password. Re-
member these as periodically Yahoo will ask you to use them to resign in.  
 
Once you are a member of Yahoo look at the top of the Yahoo page and find the search box. Enter PSFF in the box 
and press the ‘Search’ button. There will be a number of results as PSFF is used by several entities. 
 
Scroll down though the list until you find Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Select the Puget Sound Fly Fishers and Yahoo 
will take you to the group site. You will notice a small box that asks you if you want to join the PSFF group. Select 
(yes.) 
 
Another page will open up seeking your sign in information for the PSFF group. This information is separate from 
the information you entered for Yahoo itself. There will be a box for you to enter a short message telling the modera-
tors why you want to join and basically who you are. Again you will be asked to select an email address where the 
PSFF group messages are sent. 
 
You will need to select whether you receive individual messages or a Daily Digest. I suggest a daily digest but you 
can change this selection at any time later. At the bottom of the page you will have to enter, repeat, a displayed 
code of mixed letters and numbers. When you have done this go down to the bottom right and select ‘Join’. You are 
done. 
 
All new members are on a moderated basis and unable to post until approved by a moderator to help prevent SPAM 
and malicious posting. One of the moderators will handle your status usually within 24 hours. 

Puget Sound Flyfishers 
 
Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history 
of involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's 
website is located at www.psff.org 
 
Aims and Purposes of the Club are: 
1. To improve and encourage the sport of flyfishing by social, 
educational and political means. 
2. To encourage flyfishing as a means of conservation and 
increasing fishing opportunity. 
3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement and quality 
of sport fishing. 
4. To promote both “Fellowship” and "Sportsmanship" in all 
aspects of club and individual activity. 
5. To actively assist and encourage the public to become 
flyfishers, and to adopt the club's  mission and philosophies. 
 
General Membership Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month (except August). These meetings 
are for social, entertainment and educational purposes. 
 
Educational Activities: The club offers classes and 
instruction in fly fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. 
The club has an extensive library of books and videos. The 
club sponsors an annual Spring Clinic to promote flyfishing. 

 
Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide 
expert information and instruction on how, when and where 
to fish. 
 
Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud 
history of encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing 
techniques) as a means of conserving and increasing fishing 
opportunities. The club is active in many of the important 
conservation issues of the day and in helping to fund local 
conservation projects. 
 
Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or 
over. Dues are $40 per household per year plus a one time 
($10 Initiation Fee) per member nametag. 
 
Affiliations: The club is an active member of the 
Washington State Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers 


