
  

Puget Sound Fly Fishers July 2015 

4TH of July!! 
(Feels like August out there!) 

July Program   - Central Oregon with Marc Williamson 

The Leader Line 
By Mike Koslosky 

 

 
Here we are officially into Summer. Long days, warm temperatures and plenty of water to ex-
plore. The 2015/16 WDFW regs are out, so be sure to check for any changes from last year be-
fore you visit your favorite fishing hole. For that matter, how about searching for a new venue to 
test your luck? Remember what I mentioned last month – some waters are going to be particu-
larly low and unseasonably hot – lethal combinations for all salmonids so you may want to 
switch to spiny ray fishes, or confine your trips to higher alpine watersheds, the Sound or maybe 
even the Pacific.  
 
Soon enough we’ll be up to our elbows in pink salmon (we hope) so be sure to tie a collection of 
pink flies, check your saltwater gear, and pull the smoker out from the garage. 
 
Finally, check the Fish Washington link on the WDFW web page. They have added a number of 
videos on specific fisheries, have up to date information on fish plantings, tips for increasing your 
success on the water, maps, launch sites, and natural history information on various species of 
fish. 
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PSFF NEWS 

Our Next Meeting  
Thursday, July 9th 
6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Tower Lanes Entertainment Center 
6323 6th Ave. 

  July 2015 Program 
 
Marc Williamson of Fall River Fly Fishing, out of Scap-
poose, Oregon, will demonstrate his extensive 
knowledge of Central Oregon fishing opportunities.  
 
He has spent the past thirty years in the fly fishing in-
dustry developing a deep understanding of all the ele-
ments of this often challenging sport. Combine this 
practical experience with a natural affinity for teaching 
(a 45 year educator as Teacher, Principle, Assistant 
Superintendent and Professor of Education) and you 
have a program that really gets the message across.  
He’ll be covering reading and fishing Central Oregon 
Lakes and Rivers including the Crooked River and the 
Fall River.  
 
You might ask why an Oregon Guide.  Many members 
of our club will be attending the International Federa-
tion of Fly Fishers’ 2015 International Fly Fishing Fair 
celebrating the organization’s 50th anniversary in 
Bend, Oregon, on August 13th, 14th and 15th.  Marc’s 
presentation will help us plan for our spare time while 
in Central Oregon. 
 
Beyond Mr. Williamson’s classic teaching and guiding 
his special project for the past 20 years has been as co
-founder and Director of Northwest Christian Fly Fish-

ing Inc., an organization that conducts an annual 
Christian Fly Fishing Roundup touching up to 90 men 
yearly.  
 
 
 

No meeting in August, so no program. 
 
For September, however, we will feature Anil Srivasta-
va, co-owner of Puget Sound Fly Co. , who will share 
his extensive knowledge of equipment, technique, tim-
ing and location for saltwater fly fishing for Coho in our 
area. 

FFF EVENTS 

FFF Events in 2015 

 
August 11 - 15th / 50th Anniversary IFFF, Bend, Oregon 
 http://www.fedflyfishers.org/FlyFishingFair.aspx 
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PSFF 2015 OFFICERS AND TRUSTED SERVANTS 

President: 
Mike Koslosky 
253-514-8754 
mikek1801@gmail.com  

 
President-Elect: 
Paul Fournier 
206-972-2513 
pfournier@gmail.com 
 
Vice President: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 
 
Secretary: 
Steve Saville 
253-927-4401 
stevesaville@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer: 
Gene Jackson 
253.351.8818  
gene33124@yahoo.com 
 
First Year Director: 
Paul Amschler 
253-792-9366 
wb6mri@outlook.com 
 
Second Year Director: 
Mike Saville 
253-426-1029 
msaville2011@hotmail.com 
 

 
Third Year Director: 
Tom Van Gelder 
253-833-6124 
tvg@comcast.net 
 
Past President: 
Chuck Tye 
360-915-9438 
cmtye@comcast.net 
 
Librarian: 
Rueben Lamphere  

lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 
 
Raffle: 
Thomas Lamphere 
lamphereflyfishing@gmail.com 
 
 
Programs: 
Chic Sundahl 
chicster21@gmail.com 
 
Outdoor Activites: 
Larry Vaughn 
(253)219-9005 
larrytvaughn@live.com 
 
Ed Ortiz 

 
Education: 
John Brett 
253-265-3870 
Jmbrett99@yahoo.com 
 

 
Membership Chair: 
Paul Fournier 
206-972-2513 
pfournier@gmail.com 
 
Conservation: 
(Vacant) 
 
 
Legislation: 
Mike Clancy 
360-753-1259 
Mtclancy39@comcast.net 
 
Web Site Editor: 
Bob Jimerson 
253-682-7768 
bobjimerson@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor: 
Dennis Ehlers 
dehlers408@gmail.com 

Puget Sound Flyfishers News 
Published monthly by: 
Puget Sound Flyfishers 

33124 170th PL SE, Auburn, WA 98092 
 

Dennis Ehlers, Editor 
dehlers408@gmail.com 
dehlers408@yahoo.com 

206-229-7808 

mailto:mikek1801@gmail.com
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HOT SCOOP 
 

Maybe we need the 10 rules of Safe 

Fishing? 
 

Anyone know these rules? 
 

I'm sure I don't know all of them. Anyone care to add 
to the list? 

 
- John Brett 

 
1. Fish with a friend/buddy.  

  
2. Be completely and absolutely familiar with all your 

equipment and how it works and responds to dif-
ferent situations. 
 

3. Make an honest, no BS, evaluation of your abili-
ties on the water in question. 
 

4. When fishing with a partner stay within eye sight. 
 

5. Never leave or be the “last man” on the water 
(kind of the inverse of not fishing alone) 
 

6. When in any water craft or wading in the water, 
ALWAYS wear a PFD 
 

7. Always file (or email) a “float plan” with a con-
tact.  Where you are going to be, What time hitting 
the water, What time expected to leave the water, 
cell # of fishing buddy or guide for that out-
ing.  Always close out (call, email, or text) the float 
plan with the contact after you are off the water. 
 

8. Carry enough drinking water to stay hydrated for 
as long as you plan on being on the water. 
 

9. Carry a cell phone and do not hesitate to call 911 
if needed. 
 

10. ??? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New (or renew) to me water  

exploration forum. 
 
This is, more or less, intended to be a contact point for 
people that might be interested in exploring some wa-
ter that is new to them or that they haven’t been to in a 
long time. The idea is that this will involve more than a 
single Ad-Hoc trip, but maybe 2 or 3 trips between 
newsletters. That’s my hope, anyway! 
 
I’ve included an example/first entry. If anybody is inter-
ested in this water, let me know. If anybody has some 
water they’ve been thinking about, send it to me be-
fore the August newsletter and I’ll get it in. 
 
Dennis Ehlers 
Editor 
 

The Little Deschutes 
Dennis Ehlers 

dehlers408@gmail.com 
 
I'd heard about the Little D but I'd never been there. 
Did a Google search for access points at bridges and 
I've made two trips to the upper river. A lot of fun with 
small cutthroat on a light rod. I've lightly fished 3 ac-
cess points with several more to go. Weekdays are 
usually best for me. I’ve also discovered it’s better to 
fish early to avoid the “tube” hatch. 
 
 
 

 

PJ’s TIPS 

 
Tying Tip -  

Latex and rubber bands 
 
 
 
 

Rubber bands are usually a form of latex. Latex 
sheets can be gotten from your dentist in several col-
ors if he's into that. And both make great nymph bod-
ies. I find the wider bands more useful as they can be 
overlapped to form fly body segments and the sheet is 
easily cut to whatever width you require. Both of these 
forms can be coated with various cements but try your 
cement to be sure the latex holds up. I use real lac-
quer and 'Hard as Nails' without problems.  
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Membership News 

 
State of the Membership 

 
The state of our membership is strong and growing, 
we have welcomed over 45 new members in the past 
24 months. We are excited to see our club grow and 
change, with growth comes fresh ideas, opportunities 
for learning and friendship as well as all around good 
times.  As you read through the monthly newsletter 
you will see we have a number of new and diverse 
outings, some of these outings include our area’s year 
round fishery and other new programs in response to 
your input. 
 

Welcome New Members 
 

Welcome to the club, we are so happy you to have 
you join us.  Summer is the perfect time to jump in and 
see all the club has to offer.  We offer dynamic presen-
tations, fishing opportunities, casting lessons, fly tying 
lesson, and best of all provides an opportunity to make 
new friends. This is your fly fishing club, get involved, 
introduce yourself, and ask questions, the more you 
put into the club the more you will get out of it. So 
make this the summer you try something new, attend 
an outing, learn to tie your first fly, join us for casting 
lessons.  You may be surprised by how much infor-
mation you will learn.  Welcome to the club we can’t 
wait to see you. 
 
We have fun events scheduled almost every weekend 
between outings and classes.  Check out the calendar 
and outings schedule on http://psff.org or the newslet-
ter.  Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to make 
the club experience yours. 
 

Welcome new members: 
 

Matthew Kaphan 
Frank Nichols 

 
Thanks to the following guests who joined us at the 

May meeting: 
 

Byron Trop 
Floyd Fiek 
Cody Macy 

Jim Humphries 
Larry Lopp 

Chris Johnson 
Jim Patterson 
Willy Bullard 

Dena Wessels 
Mel Oleson 

 
If you have any questions about membership or would 
like to join Puget Sound Fly Fishers contact me.  
 
Paul Fournier phone: 206-972-2513 or email: pfour-
nier@gmail.com 

Education Corner 

 
 
This year has been great for all types of fly fishing. I 
hope you have had the opportunity to catch fish on 
your personally made equipment (it adds to the excite-
ment). It has been a while since we have had a class 
on leaders and leader construction, so the July class 
will be dedicated to this topic. Leaders can be con-
structed several different ways and many of our club 
members make their own. I am inviting all members 
that construct their own to bring their equipment and 
be prepared to “Show and Tell”. 
 
You can go to any sporting goods store and buy ta-
pered monofilament leaders, and they are relatively 
inexpensive, but you can make your own leaders for 
little more than spending a bit of your time and tailor 
them to your own style of fishing. We should have lots 
of information, lots of ideas and lots of good instruction 
for all who attend.  
 
The education period will begin at 9:00am on July 25

th
 

at the Tower Lanes in the same room where we have 
our monthly meetings. If you make your own, please 
attend and assist in teaching how to make things your 
way. If you have specialized equipment (like for tying 
furled leaders) please bring all you have so everyone 
can profit from your knowledge. If you have never tried 
to make your own leaders, I suggest you bring pencil, 
paper and maybe even a camera so when you leave 
you’ll have some good ideas of what to do next.  
 
When caught, the fish don’t care what kind of leader 
you used; the trick is to get them to think your fly is a 
good meal and the leader is an important part of that 
presentation. Bring your toys, ideas and questions 
along with some lunch money. All attending should get 
a good education. 
 
A sign-up sheet will be available at the July meeting, 
but if you couldn’t make the meeting, don’t hesitate to 
come anyway. Any questions; give me a call or drop 
me an e-mail. 
 
John Brett 
253-265-3870 
jmbrett99@yahoo.com 

http://psff.org
mailto:jmbrett99@yahoo.com
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From the South Sound Fly Fishers: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the 16th of June, we will have our next club meeting.  However, unlike so many meetings 
over the past several decades, our friend and fishing companion, Marcel Dumont will not be 
present.  Marcel passed away on the morning of May 29th from complications following a fall 
at his home. 
 
Although Marcel called Washington home for many years, he always considered himself a 
proud Mainiac.  He began working as a young fellow and, eventually, after 26 years of active 
army service, he retired as a Sergeant Major.  His service included three tours in Viet Nam.  
Following his service, he ran various departments in a grocery store.  Then, he managed the 
cafeteria for the members of the Washington House of Representatives for a number of years 
before finally retiring.   
 
Marcel was a strong supporter of the club and of fly fishing. He held a number of club offices, 
including outings and conservation chairs.  He was the recipient of several club awards for his 
contributions, including Fisherman of the Year and the prestigious Sweeny Award.  He was an 
enthusiastic fisherman.  Marcel lit up our trips from Mexico to Clayoquot Sound and from Neah 
Bay to the Blackfeet Reservation. Further, nobody suffered when Marcel took over the cooking 
chores, as he did so often on our camping trips. 
 
So, here is to our Sergeant Major, our Chef de Cuisine, our “Frenchie”, our rare companion!  
May your fly land softly and your knots hold fast.  We will not see your like again. 
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2015 NWYCFF Academy “Breaking News”  
 

Mike 
 

As I write this article, we are into our second 
day of this year’s Academy.   
 
Our first day was used to teach skill levels.  
P.J. Hicks - tying tools, Kevin Ryan – knot 
tying and streamside Ethics and Etiquette, 
Carroll Hall, Robert Gerlach and Bill Wheeler 
– casting.  Janet Shimpf and Karen Royer are 
teaching fly tying, Mike Croft has taught 2 
classes.  Mike Koslosky, Bob Triggs and Dr. 
Jim Carr will be teaching classes this week 
along with many more volunteer instructors.   
 
We have 21 great boys and girls with 6 Ghil-
lies that are alumni from past Academy’s.   
The kids are fishing at The Ponds and on the 
Little Deschutes River starting at 5:30 AM 
and 5 PM on various days.  Grandpa Terry 
Lueck is here to assist with the kids that in-
clude his 3 grandchildren, Oliva, Maverick 
and Colton. Also accompanying him is his 
granddaughter Jessica, another Alumni of 
The Academy.  Dan Drake is helping this 
year with the guiding, with his grandson at-
tending this year.   
 
We are very fortunate to have incredible in-
structors, volunteers and support from our Fly 
Fishing/TU groups along with other organiza-
tions throughout the State. It’s all about the 
kids.    
 
Thanks everyone. 
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Dry Fly Fishing 
By Bob Triggs 

 
 

www.searuns.com 
 

 
Dry fly fishing has to be my favorite of all of the ways to catch trout. Beginning my fly fishing life on the 
east coast, I fished for mostly stocked trout in those waters. You really had to go hunting in the boonies 
for any true, wild trout. They were actually char, the eastern brook trout. And the wild ones were small, 
but very quick to take any dry fly most of the time. It didn't take long to realize that most of what people 
were writing and talking about, when it came to "selective" trout and dry fly fishing, was due to the fact 
that the fish were getting heavily pressured by the fishermen. And of course it does not take many en-
counters with being hooked and released etc., for a trout to learn to avoid a fly, leader, line, drag etc. 
And what fly you are using in that situation is really going to matter most of the time. So at the early 
end of my dry fly fishing career, it was often vexing to riddle out what would work.  
 
 
One reference that helped me was "Hatches II", by Al Caucci (  http://www.mayfly.com/albio.htm  ) and 
Bob Nastasi. That book is so good that most aquatic entomologists get into it as undergraduates. They 
did their mayfly research so well, traveling and collecting samples across North America for several 
years, and running aquariums in Al's enclosed front porch all winter, with flies hatching all over the 
place, that they ended up discovering a few species of mayfly that no one else had seen before. After a 
few years of that book being in circulation you couldn't fish with a guide on the upper Delaware River 
without speaking Latin. Al Caucci also came up with some very good fly patterns, mainly the Com-
paradun fly. He set that fly up to have more body in the water, riding level and deeper, and it worked. 
But after a while those fish figured that one out too. 
 
 
Just a few miles downriver from Al Caucci's Delaware River Club there was another lodge, run by a 
guy named Pat. He was old school cool, and he had been guiding there for years. And he had a nice 
old lodge with plenty of regular fishermen coming every season. Out on the water he was a keen ob-
server of the hatches. And when he was sure of what was happening. with trout rising splashily all 
around them, he would recommend that you "use one of those little brown ones". And he caught lot of 
fish too. Pat did not speak Latin. Ever. Back then it was nice to find myself with a fly box that seemed 
equally divided between carefully selected patterns, that closely resembled the indigenous family, ge-
nus and species, by size, color and profile, and a nice little batch of "those little brown ones". 
 
 
Once I had the chance to go to southwest Alaska, and fly fish for those wild trout, that was a whole 
new game. None of those Rainbow trout had ever read a book on hatches or flies. If you get there ear-
ly in the season, through June anyway, you will get slammed by voracious, predatory assassins. Al-
most with no care to what fly you are using. But by early July two major things have happened: 1) The 
rainbows have figured out that something is wrong with some of their meals, and they are paying much 
closer attention to every bite they take. 2) The sockeye salmon are showing up by the millions and the 
trout are a bit more scattered. And once again one has to begin riddling out the right fly in the right situ-
ation. And sometimes it has to be an egg fly or you simply won't be catching anything. Once the salm-
on start falling apart, you need to match the salmon meat hatch with flesh flies too. And so it goes. 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
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For the sheer numbers and stupid fun of dry fly fishing for trout, my best day, my best three hours 
straight, was on the San Juan River in New Mexico. I had driven down there with a guide friend, after 
our Alaska season at Iliaska Lodge, on Lake Iliamna, had ended. We red-eyed it down from Boulder at 
night, blowing past the warning signs for "Open Range Livestock On Road", in a decrepit, post-
collegiate, Honda sedan. He had the speedometer needle buried. It was almost October and the fish-
ing was fantastic, with cool nights and warm clear days. We walked into a fly shop/gas station/motel/
cafe and looked over the flies. "Jeff, I am going to need a God damned microscope to tie one of these 
thing on to my tippet!" They had Blue Winged Olives down to size 26. "Trust me", Jeff said, as he 
scooped up a few dozen of the tiny things, and a spool of 7X tippet. And so we headed off to the river. 
After poking around for a while, taking long lunches and scouting the various bars and shops between 
our lazy fishing efforts each day, and catching fish after fish, it was almost time to head back north. On 
our last morning we scarfed down hot oatmeal and instant coffee and got on the water at dawn. There 
were already twenty people on the water. And six drift boats were lined up in the queu at the Texas 
Hole, drifting solemnly downriver, with several dudes per boat, all hunched intently toward the bright 
little bobbers . . . "Screw this". We headed off for breakfast at a diner. This was followed by yet more 
browsing and lunch, beer, naps etc. By 3 p.m. we decided to give it one more shot. We weren't disap-
pointed at all at this point. We had each been catching fish every day, on dry flies. Jeff headed upriver, 
and I headed downriver. We planned to meet at 6 by the car. 
 
 
Walking down the river, mostly in an effort to get away from everyone else, I noticed one stretch where 
the only noticeable feature worth considering was a little riffle, way out in the middle of the river, where 
trout were obviously feeding, snapping up small flies on the surface. Really damned small flies. A solid 
70 foot cast at least. I tied on one of the little, teeny, tiny green things, and I gave it a shot. Bang! Just 
as the fly hit the water. At that distance I could not actually see the fly, way out there on the water, but I 
could see the take. And so it went. cast after cast, one fish per cast, for hours. It was the Disneyland of 
fly fishing for me. Stupid fun. We drove home happy and tired. 
 
 
Back when we could still fish the Elwha River, I would take a hike up the Whiskey Bend trail in the fall, 
after Labor day, usually early to mid September. That time of year it can be wet up there at night. And 
by morning everything seems soaked. But by mid day, and early afternoon, it can be as dry as a 
parched desert again. There would always be a few people out in the chilly damp dawn, working down 
the river, nymphing and streamer fishing. Rumors of big Bull trout stealing the rainbow trout off of their 
hooks circulated. But it was slow. I was waiting for the sun to hit the water, and for the bugs to show. 
Hiking, reading, watching the bears eating berries, it was never disappointing up there. By late after-
noon, when the sun begins to duck past the ridges, up there at Elkhorn Camp, the bugs begin to 
swarm over the water and the trout come out to play. You can wait all day for that. You won't be disap-
pointed. I usually throw together a simple box of mixed dry flies for stuff like that. I like the old stand by 
flies, the Adams, B.W.O., the Autumn Sedge and Caddis, P.M.D. etc. The last time I was up there I 
had a few of those small flies from New Mexico in my box too. The Elwha trout loved them. I forget 
what color they were. 
 
 
 Now that we are in a time of really low water out here on the Olympic Peninsula rivers, we need flies 
that will work mostly on the surface if we are dry line steelhead fishing. One great book about this 
is "Dry Line Steelhead and other subjects", by Bill McMillan. Here is a pattern that I created a few years 
ago, inspired by Bill McMillan's Steelhead Caddis. This is a fly that I tie for summer steelhead, and I 
also use it for sea-run coastal cuttroat trout in freshwater and saltwater. The hook is a Gamakatsu T10-
6H / size #6 or #8. The Elk hair was from some shed hair, from the Canyon Creek herd on the Hoh Riv-
er valley one spring. There were bushels of the stuff laying around back then. The dubbing is Arizona 
Sparkle Nymph / Skip's October Caddis. I will fish this with a dry line and long leader. at least 9 feet 
long. If I tie it sparsely it will get just beneath the surface. Or I can build up the elk hair wing, and get it 

(Continued from page 8) 
 

(Continued on page 10) 
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to stay on top, sometimes with a little Gink or other grease. This is a great fly for the October Caddis 
hatch here in the fall too.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
http://olympicpeninsulaflyfishing.blogspot.com  

(Continued from page 9) 
 

http://olympicpeninsulaflyfishing.blogspot.com/
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Gig Harbor Fly Shop – Fishing Report 
 
 

Mountain Streams are already in great shape for 
this season with the low (or no) snowpack this 
season. Attractor dries and standard nymphs 
seem to be working great as always. 
 
The lakes are warming up and we have seen 
some awesome photos of bass and carp being 
caught all over the state, trout fishing can still be 
good in the cooler deeper lakes and reservoirs. 
 
The Puget Sound rivers are looking low, clear, 
and warming quickly for summer steelhead this 
year, although if you know where to go some 
folks are getting them on the swing. Great time to 
pull off the Skagit heads and try out some more 
traditional approaches to swinging a fly. 
 
Saltwater fishing has been phenomenal all sum-
mer long. Quality fish being caught in deeper wa-
ter, and lots of fish being caught on top water still. 
We have had some great weather for kayak fish-
ing and all indications show that the rest of the 
summer should be just as good. Clients have 
been hooking fish in about 10' of water with regu-
lar success. As the sun is coming out earlier and 
staying up longer the larger fish have, without 
question, moved off the beach some, giving the 
kayak fisherman a huge advantage over the 
beach guy. Although the top water fishing from 
the beach has been very productive on the steep-
er beaches with good current flow. Look for struc-
ture and quick access to drop offs to find the big-
ger fish from the beach. 
 
Cheers guys and good luck out on the water, 
 
Justin Waters 
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Fly of The Month (flashback) 

Credit to FFF Website 

July, 1999 - Trico Spinners: A hatch for the leisurely angler 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments by Jim Abbs 
 
 
Being at the right place at the right time for an anticipated hatch is often a hassle. The famed hexagenia 
hatch of the upper Midwest requires that you be in place in the dead of night (usually after 10 PM), on 
fairly slow water which also happens to be the place and time of dense mosquito activity-the areas 
around such slow water usually support large populations of these pests. In my part of the world, brown 
drake and many major caddis hatches are often also are pretty late, when an after supper nap would be 
a pleasant alternative. Despite these hardships, the excitement of anticipated success usually offsets the 
discomfort and inconvenience. 
 
It is now July and there is however one concentration of mayflies that seems to be well fitted to the gen-
tleperson angler, the trico spinner fall, which really is not a hatch as such. In late July and in August, the 
tiny tricorythode mayfly actually hatches very early in the morning-right around daybreak, but most im-
portantly returns as a spinner between 8:30-10:30 am-----just in time for serious trout feeding. These trico 
spinners fall spread-winged to the water, to deposit their eggs and complete their mission in life. So the 
best fishing of the day is in the sunny but still cool part of the morning, letting you sleep relatively late, 
enjoy a relaxed breakfast and still be right on time. 
 
However, all is not effortless with the tricorythodes. First, this tiny mayfly is only 3-5 mm in length (some 
are a huge 6 mm in the west) and this means sizes 24-26 hooks. With this small hook size you need to 
use very fine tippets, usually 6X, and maybe 7X in slick water. With hooks this small and tippets that only 
test at 2-3 pounds, a fair amount of finesse is required, clearly offering a challenge to even the most ex-
perienced fly angler. Furthermore, trico spinners tend to lay their eggs in smoother water, giving the trout 
a better look and more time to make their choices. The related challenge is thus identifying a fly pattern 
that successfully imitates this tiny mayfly spinner. 
 
Vince Marino, of the legendary author of A Dry Fly Code and In the Ring of the Rise, made a major con-
tribution in imitating spinners. From observations in his so-called water-filled slant tank (which allowed 
him to observe flies like trout see them---up through a window in the side), Vince was the first to note that 
folds in the horizontal wings of mayfly spinners trap water and act to condense light, yielding bright clear 
streaks that are not seen in an out-of-water view of the fly. On that basis he suggested constructing spent 
wings of sparse hackle fibers that also trap water between them, to yield a similar effect. Marino argued 
that wings of hackle points, cellophane, or body feathers do not work, but must be of hackle fibers, "the 
stiffer the better". 
 
Nowadays, few use hackle fibers, at least for the trico spinners, but rather polypropolene yarn, an innova-
tion of Barry Beck, who like Marino is also from Pennsylvania. Several more evolved synthetic wing ma-
terials with other names also have become popular, including sparkle yarn, Z-lon and so-called High Vis. 
These synthetics are lighter than water and permit control over wings not possible with natural materials. 
Dennis Potter, a Michigan tier uses Krystalflash, another synthetic fiber with lots of sparkle. Interestingly, 
the wings on tricos are not always horizontal or flat; sometimes these flies have a wing that is tilted up 
slightly somewhere between a dun and a spinner. Tie some both ways; apparently the trout are some-
time sensitive to the difference. 
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Materials: 
 

Hook: 
Mustad 94859 (straight eye with extra fine wire), or Partridge K1A (also called the Marino 
Midge Hook), or a Mustad 94840 (standard dry fly hook) in sizes 20 to 28 (larger sizes 
for some western tricos) 

Thread: 
Black 6/0 

Tail: 
Dark dun hackle fibers, tied forked 

Wing: 
White poly yarn, Z-lon, sparkle yarn, Krystalflash, always sparse! 

Abdomen: 
White poly for female, black poly for male 

Thorax:  
Black poly behind, across and in front of wings 
 
 

Tying Steps (you may want to use midge jaws in your vise, if you have them): 
 

1. Insert hook in the vice and attach tying thread above the barb of the hook. Create a little 
thread bump at the bend of the hook. 
 

2. Select 5-8 hackle fibers ( tail should be a little longer than the length of the hook shank) and 
tie them in at the bend of the hook. Force the fibers against the bump to spread them, if de-
sired. 
 

3. Tie in poly yarn for abdomen and wind it forward to 60% of the hook shank length. Tie it off 
and tie in a short piece of black poly yarn for the abdomen. If it is an all black body (a male), 
the abdomen and thorax yarn can be one piece. 
 

4. Select a sparse piece of white poly yarn for the wings (about twice the length of the hook 
shank) and tie it in with a figure 8 or X across and under the wing, adjusting it so it is horizon-
tal and perpendicular to the hook shank. For the version of the fly with wings slightly raised, 
adjust wings with wraps and attach a drop of superglue. 
 

5. Trim the wings to about the length of the hook shank; to get a uniform length, hold them up 
and trim them together. Comb the wing poly yarn to spread and separate the poly wing fi-
bers. 
 

6. Wind black thorax poly (very thin) in a figure 8 fashion around wings to form thorax. 
 

7. Taper head with thread, whip finish and apply cement. 
 

 
 

Please Credit FFF Website or FFF Clubwire with any use of the pattern. 
You can direct any questions or comments to FOM at flyofthemonth@fedflyfishers.org 
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   July 1 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing 6:00 

2 3 
Dosewallips 
River Outing 

4 
The Fourth of 

July! 

5 6 7 8 
7 Seas Fly Ty-
ing 6:30 

9 
PSFF Mtg 6:00 

0 11 

12 13 14 
North Fork 
Skokomish 
River Outing 

15 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing 6:00 

16 
PSFF Board 
Mtg 6:00 

17 18 

19 20 21 22 
7 Seas Fly Ty-
ing 6:30 

23 24 
Newsletter 
Deadline 5 PM 

25 
Kitsap Lake 
Outing 

26 27 28 29 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing 6:00 

30 31  

      August 1 
Lake 
Sammamish 
Outing 

2 3 4 5 
7 Seas Fly Ty-
ing 6:30 

6 7 8 

9 10 11 
Bend, OR Out-
ing 1 of 3 

12 
PSFC Fly Tying 
6:00  

Bend, OR Outing 
2 of 3 

13 
NO MEETING! 
Bend, OR Out-
ing  3 of 3 

14 
Clark Cowlitz 
Campout 1 of 3 

15 
Clark Cowlitz 
Campout 2 of 3 

16 
Clark Cowlitz 
Campout 3 of 3 

17 18 19 
7 Seas Fly Ty-
ing 6:30 

20 
NO MEETING! 

21 22 
PSFF Annual 
Picnic 

23 / 30 24 / 31 25 26 
PSFC Fly Ty-
ing 6:00 

27 28 29 

SUN MON TUES WEDS THURS FRI SAT 

PSFF Calendar 

Check for Newsletter Article Deadline Date. 
Remember articles can always be submitted early. 
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HOW TO JOIN THE PSFF YAHOO GROUP. 

 
To receive and post to the PSFF Yahoo group you must first sign up as a member of Yahoo if you’re not already 
signed up. 
 
In your browser search for or go to Yahoo.com and look for the button asking if you want to join Yahoo. Click on the 
button and follow the instructions to join Yahoo. You will need an email address, a user name and a password. Re-
member these as periodically Yahoo will ask you to use them to resign in.  
 
Once you are a member of Yahoo look at the top of the Yahoo page and find the search box. Enter PSFF in the box 
and press the ‘Search’ button. There will be a number of results as PSFF is used by several entities. 
 
Scroll down though the list until you find Puget Sound Fly Fishers. Select the Puget Sound Fly Fishers and Yahoo 
will take you to the group site. You will notice a small box that asks you if you want to join the PSFF group. Select 
(yes.) 
 
Another page will open up seeking your sign in information for the PSFF group. This information is separate from 
the information you entered for Yahoo itself. There will be a box for you to enter a short message telling the modera-
tors why you want to join and basically who you are. Again you will be asked to select an email address where the 
PSFF group messages are sent. 
 
You will need to select whether you receive individual messages or a Daily Digest. I suggest a daily digest but you 
can change this selection at any time later. At the bottom of the page you will have to enter, repeat, a displayed 
code of mixed letters and numbers. When you have done this go down to the bottom right and select ‘Join’. You are 
done. 
 
All new members are on a moderated basis and unable to post until approved by a moderator to help prevent SPAM 
and malicious posting. One of the moderators will handle your status usually within 24 hours. 

Puget Sound Flyfishers 
 
Club was founded in 1956 and has a long and proud history 
of involvement, action, camaraderie, and fun. The club's 
website is located at www.psff.org 
 
Aims and Purposes of the Club are: 
1. To improve and encourage the sport of flyfishing by social, 
educational and political means. 
2. To encourage flyfishing as a means of conservation and 
increasing fishing opportunity. 
3. To encourage the conservation, enhancement and quality 
of sport fishing. 
4. To promote both “Fellowship” and "Sportsmanship" in all 
aspects of club and individual activity. 
5. To actively assist and encourage the public to become 
flyfishers, and to adopt the club's  mission and philosophies. 
 
General Membership Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month (except August). These meetings 
are for social, entertainment and educational purposes. 
 
Educational Activities: The club offers classes and 
instruction in fly fishing, fly-tying, fly-casting and rod building. 
The club has an extensive library of books and videos. The 
club sponsors an annual Spring Clinic to promote flyfishing. 

 
Outings: The club organizes monthly outings to various 
lakes, rivers, and estuaries. Experienced gillies provide 
expert information and instruction on how, when and where 
to fish. 
 
Conservation Activities: The club has a long and proud 
history of encouraging flyfishing (and other selective fishing 
techniques) as a means of conserving and increasing fishing 
opportunities. The club is active in many of the important 
conservation issues of the day and in helping to fund local 
conservation projects. 
 
Membership / Dues: Membership is open to anyone 18 or 
over. Dues are $40 per household per year plus a one time 
($10 Initiation Fee) per member nametag. 
 
Affiliations: The club is an active member of the 
Washington State Council of the Federation of Fly Fishers 


