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            Leader Line  
Alternatives Are Rewarding                                   Mike Koslosky          

T he squall had one more pounding to deliver before it passed on to the East. My planned trip 
to the lake was less than an hour away and I wondered how the crappie would be biting. Only 
one way to find out.  

Load kayak, rig up the 3 weight, go over the most tempting panfish flies, verify Fish Finder 
connections, secure anchors, vest, wading boots. Done. Head out of town.  

The short-lived storm was not about to go quietly. A snotty wind rippled the lake surface reminding 
me I wasn’t in charge here - and I never would be. Nature doesn’t give a  damn who you are.  

Stroke, stroke, head for the tree line. Hope for those massive conifers to provide a windbreak of 
sorts. Yeah, that’s it, a respite to give my shoulders a break. Warm waters - 72 degrees but not 
surprising knowing what the last few weeks had been like. August can be hot and she was. Plenty 
of fish showing up on the screen. Panfish thrive in warm water. This could be good.  

First cast, measured strips, the green maggot like body sported rubber legs and a spider style 
hackle. Almost immediately something devoured it and bent the rod to the water. Yes. I like this. 
Surprisingly strong for a crappie until it surfaced as a rainbow trout. Trout hitting like that in such 
warm water only a few feet from the surface! Back in the water it went to fight another day.  

  Stroke to the lily pads and the tules. A local gave me a tip on this place as a crappie hangout. Two, 
three casts, same measured strips. Fly placed close to cover where fish like to find protection. 
Again, the fly is hammered and the rod doubles over.                            ….continued 



Strong vibrations course through the line as I strip the fish near the kayak. Bluegill in its finest 
colors comes to the net. I love their bossy attitude. Spiny dorsal fin erect just waiting to stab my 
palm. I’ve played this game before mister. Gently smooth that dorsal to the rear, keep a firm grip, 
release the fly, release the fish. Nice. If bluegill ever got to the size of trout why would a person 
ever fish for trout? Don’t get me wrong, trout are good fighters. But bluegill are what trout wish they 
could be.  

New cast, and a crappie comes to hand. Lousy fighters for their size but they aren’t called the 
freshwater halibut for no reason. Super delicate white meat and delicious any way they are 
prepared. This guy goes back home. My freezer is loaded with plenty of food.  

Soon another trout, couple more bluegill, several missed strikes. The wind has passed, its quiet, I’m 
the only person on the water, the sun is setting and lighting up the sky with brilliant reds,  oranges 

and yellows.. This is much better than staying home.  


(ed Could he be Dreamin’   True or false - Who can match this?- Next month we’ll find our) 



   Fly of the Month - Goddard’s Caddis         (reprinted with permission) 

      



PSFF Library                  Kristin Macy 

  Well absolutely nothing has changed for the last several months for obvious reasons.  
Stay safe and keep your distance and wear a mask. 

If you have some suggestions for the library please send me an email KHMacy@live.com – 
I’m happy to look at something new to add. 

Missing and Lost books 

Take this time at home to peruse your personal library and make sure that none of the pesky 
missing book had infiltrated and take residence.  If you find something, there will be no 
questions asked – Just return to the Catch and release basket on the library table when we 
gather next.  Our books have a stamp or hand written “Property of the Puget Sound 
FlyFishers” inside the front cover. 

Library Organization 

I have been working with the library now for a about 2 ½ years.  Most everyone has stopped 
by and checked out the books but I wanted to take a moment and let you know how I have 
everything organized so that you might find that special book that you want to check out a 
little bit quicker.   

Books are setup in the following categories: 

o General Fly Fishing 
o Fly Tying 
o Destinations 
o Novels 
o Rod building 
o Conservation 
o Women’s Fly Fishing 
o Reference 
o Float Tube / Drift Boat / Kayak 
o Knots 
o Casting 

Videos are setup with the following categories: 

o Fly Fishing  
o Fly Tying 
o Destinations 
o Movies 
o Conservation 

           … continued 

mailto:KHMacy@live.com


o Knots 
o Casting    

 Please stop by and have a look around – I’m happy to help you find what you are look for. 

             

 Effective Immediately  
All books that have been checked out since January 2019 and in the future are to be returned 
within two months or replaced if you are unable to locate them.   

Checkout requirements:  

• Current Membership   

• Up to 3 items at a time   

• For 2 months at a time  

• Write Month/Year on checkout card   

• Return books to the basket 

  Club Anniversaries  September 

       Rob Jensen 1 

 Kara Jensen 1 

 Curt Stoner 3 

 Gary Villella 1 

 Covid cancels  - all upcoming Fly Fishing & Fly-tying Shows 

 

 

                     



Classified 

 

If you’ve been kicking your way around the lake 
this little kayak might have some appeal and it’s 
available. You may have seen it on our Forum 

This is a Perception Pescador 12 foot fishing 
kayak.  It comes with paddle and anchor set-up.  
The trailer is a Yakima KD 66 and comes with 
numerous options. 

Together the retail on the kayak and trailer are over 
$4200.  The owner wants only $1700.   

Alan Yamashita is in Hawaii but can be contacted 
direct @ 253-389-1673.  Be mindful of the time 
change (3 hours). 

Any questions call Alan or ask Steve Saville

Notice - Covid Cancels - PSFF Picnic scheduled for September 12th has been  
  cancelled due to Covid Phase II restrictions



Environmental Issues        Mike Clancy

The Pebble Mine – There is a lot of events going on in regards to folks that oppose the Pebble 
mine.  Thousands of citizens of Alaska, TU Alaska, FFI, WSCFFI, Senator Murray and Senator Maria 
Cantwell, Donald Trump, Jr. are against the mine.   It is just unconceivable to me that this 23-25 year 
event could take place with not only the damage to the environment with the construction of 100+ 
miles of roads, 188 miles of gas pipelines, and the potential damage to the world’s largest salmon 
runs.  Each year 40-60 million salmon, a population inclusive of all five Pacific salmon species, return 
to Bristol Bay to spawn in the bay’s adjacent rivers.  To learn more about this issue, please go to 
www.savebristolbay.org.  

The Chelalis River Dam – We finally have some good news.  Governor Inslee directed state 
agencies to cease planning efforts for the proposed Chehalis River dam and instead develop a 
basin-wide, non-dam alternative to flood reduction.  This announcement is a major victory for wild 
steelhead and a substantial step in the longstanding effort to effectively mitigate flood damage and 
recover struggling wild fish populations in the Chehalis Basin. 

The Columbia and Snake River Dams – There is an editorial in the Seattle Times about “Snake 
River dams in hot water”.  If we are ever going to get the salmon recovery, they have to learn how to 
get the temperature of the lower Snake River to livable temps for the salmon to survive.  The four 
lower Snake River dams are causing some serious deaths of the salmon.  In 2015, hot water killed 
250,000, 96% of the adult sockeye salmon in the Columbia and Snake rivers.  Excessively high 
water temperatures, above 68F, and now normal for extended periods in July, August, and 
September.  Between the lower four dams, the hot water, to open gill-netting in the rivers again, with 
sea lions and public fishing in the Snake River, how can any fish make it to the Pacific Ocean to feed 
the whales.  It was just released, it has been approved to kill off the sea lion population on the Snake 
River over the next five years.      

http://www.savebristolbay.org


Outings                      Jim Baker 
  
I continue to enjoy my time as the Outdoor Activities Focal which is a great opportunity! In  2019, my 
first year, I attended every meeting, most club offered events and a few board meetings. But I didn’t 
really know many folks. 

Now after these 8-9 months as the Outings Focal I have a better understanding of how the club 
operates, fishing interests of several members and who to ask for help in specific areas.The club 
really has a wealth of knowledge and if you just ask, the answers and the help are right there. I’m not 
trying to recruit my successor but if you can relate and want to fast track your club experience, give 
this position and opportunity some thought for 2021. 

As always keep checking the PSFF Members Only “Forum” for general info and outing details. If 
interested in an outing and planning to attend please reply with a text, 253 394.1522, or to my email or 
a reply at the club Forum (Outings & Fishing Trips). 

September Outings 

South Fork of Skokomish River, Wednesday, 9/08, 09:00 AM 
Several of you know this river in Mason county near Union and Hoodsport. This will be my first 
visit and looking forward to this outing. We will meet roadside at a location approx. 4 miles from 
the George Adams Fish Hatchery. 

Directions: 
a. Take I-5 South to Hwy 101. Take Hwy 101 towards Shelton. Continue on Hwy 101 to 

W. Skokomish Valley Road , it will be on your left. The George Adams Fish Hatchery is 
at this intersection of Hwy 101 and W. Skokomish Valley Road. Turn left and take W. 
Skokomish Valley Road approx. four miles. We will park on the right side of the road. 

b. Take Hwy. 16 to SR 3 . Take SR 3 towards Belfair . Go past Belfair and turn right on 
SR 106 towards Union. Continue past Union to E. Purdy Cutoff Road and turn left onto 
E. Purdy Cutoff Road. There will be s big fruit/vegetable store at this intersection. 
Follow E. Purdy Cutoff Road to the intersection of Hwy 101. Go straight through the 
intersection and you will be on W. Skokomish Valley Road . The fish hatchery will be on 
the right as you cross Hwy. 101. Go approx. four miles and you will arrive 

Tacoma Narrows Park, Saturday, 9/19, 11:00 AM 

Cady Lake, Saturday, 9/26, 11:00 am 
I can’t help myself… I’m sure there are still a few 5 and 6 lb fish waiting for us in this small lake. Plus I 
need to clear my skunk from last trip there. I’m sure a few others can relate. 



October - December Outings 

October 
• TBD - Lake Lenice and Yakima River 
• TBD – Your favorite location here… contact me  
    

 November 
• TBD - Spencer lake  
• TBD - Kitsap lake 
• TBD - Trophy Lake 

December 
• TBD - Spencer lake  
• TBD – Your favorite location here… contact meFrom the Forum 

From the Forum 

Tiger Musky and Steve Saville 
My brother and I took a Tiger Musky trip yesterday with Mike Sturza of the Lost Creek Fly Shop.  For 
reference, Sage 10 wt., Tibor Reel, 400 Grain Ambush line, 6 ft. of 60 lb. flouro with a 1' section 
ofbite tippet, 100 lb. and a very big fly.  My shoulder was aching last night after slinging that chicken 
all day. 



And Steve said “…The Fish seemed to be between 15 and 20 lbs. but Mike said it was about 10 lbs.  
He would know better that I would Mike released the fish successfully.…I'd highly recommend the trip 
to folks. Mike's boat is very comfortable and obviously he knows his stuff.  He guides on the lake and 
the Cowlitz River for steelhead.  I've taken a few trips with him.  He is a really good guy and does a 
great job.” 

Your fish and your story could be here next. Send me your 
pictures via the Forum or directly. 
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